
Inslee listens to business owners 
on challenges of COVID recovery 

Harvest Days returns to Battle Ground

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Although the impacts of re-
strictions on businesses during 
the height of the COVID-19 pan-
demic led to a number of hard-
ships, some local business owners 
are worried a reopened economy 
may have even greater impacts.

Gov. Jay Inslee convened 
a dozen businesses on July 13 
during his visit to Clark County 
to discuss the challenges the pan-
demic brought upon their indus-
tries. Although the businesses, 
which ranged from restaurants, 
insurance agencies and costume 
and shoe shops, managed to stay 
afloat when shuttered or oper-
ating in lesser capacities, some 
expressed concerns that current 
conditions are still heavily im-
pacting them.

“I think some of us thought it 

PHOTOS BY RICK BANNAN

Battle Ground’s Harvest Days 
festival came back this past week-
end after a hiatus in 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, provid-
ing much of the same fun it has 
for years.

Starting Friday night with the 
opening of a carnival and car 
cruise, this year’s event also fea-
tured a pancake breakfast provided 
by Clark County Fire District 3, a 
vendor fair, and a parade. Dozens 
of entries marched down Main 
Street, from the fire district’s en-
gines, to a rock band, dancers, and 
even a trailer carrying a portable 
toilet, in celebration of the event’s 
first post-pandemic return.

More photos on page A12.

Police, 
contracted 
consultants 
hot topics 
among 
La Center 
council 
candidates

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

One of three La Center City 
Council races has five candidates 
vying for a now-vacated seat, with 
the future of law enforcement in 
the city and its use of contracted 
consultants among hot-topic is-
sues among the contenders.

During a remote candidate 
forum hosted by the League of 
Women Voters of Clark County, 
all five candidates for La Center 
City Council Position 1 stated 
their cases for election. All of the 
candidates are new to La Center 
government, as then-councilor 
Doug Boff did not file for re-elec-
tion, and announced his resigna-
tion effective July 15. 

The candidates were asked 
questions ranging from the city’s 
growth to racial equity. But the 
potential for the city to disband 
its police department and contract 
with the Clark County Sheriff’s 
Office for police services, and the 
use of city funds for consultant 
services and renovation of a for-
mer telecommunications provider 
dominated the forum. 

Following a report earlier in 
the year about the city’s law en-
forcement, La Center may make 
major changes to its police de-
partment, such as dissolving 
the department and contracting 

Position 1 hopefuls 
share their visions 
during forum

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Gov. Jay Inslee speaks to Clark County business owners alongside his wife, Trudi, during a 
roundtable discussion at Vancouver City Hall on July 13.
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Battle Ground 
Citizen of the 
Year Scott 
Keller, left, rides 
in a vintage car 
as one of the 
first entries 
in the Battle 
Ground Harvest 
Days parade on 
July 17.

“Stacey the insurance dino” 
marches down Main Street 
during Battle Ground’s Harvest 
Days parade on July 17.

Members of Nate’s Plumbing shoot water at attendees during the Battle Ground Harvest Days 
parade on July 17.



PHOTO BY MADYSEN MCLAIN

Attendees could purchase fresh-picked berries from Majestic Farms Blueberries on July 17 during 
the second Hockinson Blueberry Festival.

PHOTO BY MADYSEN MCLAIN

Residents from all over Clark County flocked to the Hockinson Blueberry Festival to purchase 
fresh berries and other local goods on July 17 at the Hockinson Community Center.
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Hockinson celebrates second blueberry festival
MADYSEN MCLAIN
madysen@thereflector.com

For the second year in a row, 
community members gathered 
to enjoy fresh produce, flowers 
and baked goods at the Hockin-
son Blueberry Festival on July 
17 at the Hockinson Community 
Center. 

A variety of vendors from the 
area participated, including Barn 
Dog Flower Farm, Half Moon 
Farm, Hockinson Market and the 
Hockinson Heights Elementary 
School Garden Club.

Organizer Ada Carter said 
since Hockinson is an unincor-
porated town, there isn’t a central 
group to run events, so a group of 
community members formed the 
Hockinson Main Street Team.

Local farmers donated the sup-
plies needed to make 40 blueber-
ry coffee cakes, Carter said. They 
sold out about an hour into the 

festival. Proceeds from the cakes, 
and other snacks, went toward the 
Main Street Team. 

“We’re hoping to make the 
event even bigger next year,” she 
said.

The group organizes Earth Day 
festivities and purchases Christ-
mas lights for the holiday season.

Hannah Schrager, founder of 
Good Year Farms, said she creat-
ed her business about a year and a 
half ago. Schrager grows and sells 
plants native to the Pacific North-
west.

Although the farm is based 
in Washougal, she serves resi-
dents from all over Clark County, 
Schrager said.

This year was Schrager’s first 
time attending the Hockinson 
Blueberry Festival. 

“Being from rural Clark Coun-
ty, I think it’s important to invest 
time and money (into what) you 
care about,” she said.
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Battle Ground man faces vehicular 
homicide charge in Hockinson crash
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A Battle Ground man faces a 
vehicular homicide charge fol-
lowing a July 11 crash that killed 
a man from Hockinson.

On July 13, Jaxon Jondahl, 
20, made his first appearance in 
Clark County Superior Court. 
He faces charges of driving un-
der the influence, driving with a 
suspended license and an ignition 
interlock device violation in con-
nection with a crash near North-
east 172nd Avenue and Northeast 
159th Street in Hockinson. His 
bail was set at $300,000.

According to a probable cause 
affidavit for Jondahl’s arrest, upon 
arrival at the scene at about 10:45 
p.m., responders saw one vehicle 
overturned in the middle of the 
roadway and one in the bushes 
on the north side of the road. Re-

sponders said Nicholas Crown, 
35, was in critical condition and 
Jondahl had complaints of head 
pain. Both were transported to 
the hospital.

Crown’s Toyota was “severely 
damaged,” the affidavit stated, and 
the Chevrolet driven by Jondahl 
had front end damage and a 
snapped-off tire.  Beer cans and an 
empty vodka bottle were among 
the debris found at the scene.

Camera footage from a nearby 
resident’s property showed that after 
one set of headlights turned east-
bound onto Northeast 159th Street, 
a “streak of light” identified as 
Jondahl’s vehicle, was spotted going 
at an “incredibly high rate of speed.” 

Jondahl told an officer he was 
going between 10 and 20 mph over 
the posted speed limit at the time 
of the crash, and he attempted to 
swerve out of the way but was un-
able to do so.

At the hospital, Jondahl told 
law enforcement he was traveling 
from a friend’s house in Battle 
Ground to another friend’s house 
at the time of the crash, the affida-
vit stated. The interviewing officer 
noticed a “strong odor of intox-
icants” on Jondahl’s breath, and 
he told the officer it would be his 
third DUI.

Jondahl was required to have 
an ignition interlock device in-
stalled in his vehicle at the time 
of the crash, which wasn’t found, 
according to the affidavit.

Crown died at the hospital 
on July 12, according to court 
documents. 

Jondahl initially faced a vehic-
ular assault charge, though that 
changed when Crown was de-
clared dead.

Jondahl is set for an arraign-
ment hearing on July 23, accord-
ing to court records.
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North Country EMS running levy on August ballot

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Voters in Yacolt and the 
northeastern portion of Clark 
County will decide whether or 
not to approve a one-year proper-
ty tax levy that would fund dedi-
cated emergency service in some 
of the county’s most rural areas.

North Country EMS 
(NCEMS) has placed a measure 
on the August ballot for an ex-
cess levy that, if approved, would 
cost property owners an estimat-
ed $1.10 per $1,000 of assessed 
value in 2022. 

The revenues from the levy 
account for slightly less than a 
quarter of the district’s annual 
operating budget, North Coun-
try EMS Chief Shaun Ford said. 

Though the taxes will fund oper-
ations for three to four years, the 
levy can only be in effect for one 
year, per state law.

The district last ran an ex-
cess levy in 2017 that passed by 
nearly 90 percent in Yacolt and 
more than 80 percent in Clark 
County. That year’s levy was for 
an estimated $1.40 per $1,000 of 
assessed value. 

Ford said this year’s rate is 
lower because property values in 
the district increased.

The district runs periodical 
excess levies due to restrictions 
on how much an EMS district 
can tax on a longer-term ba-
sis. The maximum levy rate for 
an EMS district is 50 cents per 
$1,000 of assessed value, Ford 
said, which is lower than other 
taxing districts like fire protec-
tion and school districts.

“If we had a higher levy rate 
… say it was $1 per $1,000, we 
wouldn’t have to run an excess 
levy,” Ford said.

The district covers the north-
eastern portion of Clark County 
and the area of Cowlitz County 
Fire District 7, which includes 
the southeastern part of the 
county along the Lewis River 
and a portion of Skamania Coun-
ty to the east.

NCEMS staffs two ambu-
lances 24 hours a day year-round 
with a paramedic and emergency 
medical technician, and a third 
ambulance is available with the 
on-duty chief officer, Ford said. 
Ford is also chief of Clark County 
Fire District 13 and has his salary 
split between the two districts.

Although the district had to 
make adjustments during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Ford said 
costs from those changes were 
paid out through federal mech-
anisms. This year’s excess levy 
would fund the same things as 
the measure that was approved 
in 2017.

Much of the precautions put 
in place in response to the pan-

demic have been lifted for per-
sonnel in the station based on 
guidance from the Department 
of Labor and Industries. But 
when responding to a call, the 
employees wear masks regard-
less of their vaccination status as 
NCEMS provides medical ser-
vice, Ford said.

NCEMS formed in the 1970s 
because the rural area it serves 
would have had long wait times 
for emergency medical responses 
without a dedicated service, Ford 
said. He said currently the dis-
trict’s average response time in 
the district is about nine minutes.

“When you consider how ru-
ral our district is, that’s pretty 
good,” Ford said.

He said without the district, 
the wait time would be between 
45 to 50 minutes because ambu-
lances would have to come out of 
Vancouver or Longview.

Taxpayers in the district have 
their insurance billed when 
receiving service, but no bill 

comes from the district itself for 
those individuals, Ford said.

Although voters historical-
ly have shown overwhelming 
support for the district’s ballot 
measures, Ford said the biggest 
concern going into the election is 
voter turnout. Excess levies fol-
low a formula that would essen-
tially require at least 2,085 “yes” 
votes from eligible voters in 
Clark County, 187 from Yacolt, 
and 206 from eligible voters in 
Cowlitz County. If those totals 
are greater than 60 percent of the 
total votes cast, the measure is 
approved.

“That’s our biggest concern is 
that enough people won’t vote,” 
Ford said. 

Should turnout not meet the 
requirement, the district already 
has approval to run the measure 
again in November.

Ballots for the 2021 prima-
ry election are due by 8 p.m. on 
election day, which is Tuesday, 
Aug. 3.

Periodic ballot measure 
funds ambulance 
service in Northeast 
Clark County

Woodland man gets nearly 9 years in child porn case
THE REFLECTOR

A convicted sex offender from 
Woodland was sentenced to 8 
years and 10 months in prison 
on charges allegeding he paid a 
16-year-old for sexually explicit 
videos, court records show.

On July 9, Jose Herrera Rea, 
29, received his sentence in 
Clark County Superior Court on 
charges of first-degree dealing 
and possession of depictions of 
a minor engaged in sexually ex-
plicit conduct, and a charge of 
communication with a minor for 
immoral purposes. 

According to a probable cause 
affidavit for his arrest, Herrera 
Rea began communicating with 
a 15-year-old in October 2018 
through Instagram, eventually 
getting the victim’s Snapchat us-
ername. Herrera Rea used voice 
messages through the app so the 
conversation was not recorded in 
writing.

The victim, who turned 16 in 
March 2019, stated it would have 
been “almost impossible” for Her-
rera Rea to not know her age, as 
her birthday was posted “all over” 
the victim’s social media accounts 
that Herrera Rea followed. 

A month later, Herrera Rea 
asked for sexually explicit photos 
and videos from the victim, who 
refused, according to the affida-
vit. Herrera Rea then offered to 
pay the victim if she sent him the 
videos he requested.

The victim stated she was in a 
“deep depression” at the time and 
decided to make and send the re-
quested videos to Herrera Rea for 
financial compensation, accord-
ing to the affidavit. The victim 
did not send the videos to anyone 
else, and Herrera Rea saved them 
to the device he watched them on, 
as evidenced by a notification on 
the app.

The victim said Herrera Rea 
told her multiple times the vid-
eos sent to him “were not exactly 
what he was looking for” and the 
victim would have to redo them 
to get paid, according to the affi-
davit. Herrera Rea paid the victim 
three times for $30, $50 and $25 
through a phone app.

The victim stated Herrera Rea 
attempted to meet her for sex on 

multiple occasions, though she 
never went to meet him. The af-
fidavit also said Herrera Rea had 
exposed himself in videos he sent 
to her.

Through a forensic review of 
the victim’s phone, investigators 
were able to confirm Herrera 
Rea was communicating with the 
victim and they confirmed he re-
ceived videos from her and paid 

her, stated the affidavit. 
He also admitted to it during 

a Department of Corrections 
check-in.

The affidavit notes that Her-
rera Rea has multiple convictions 
of third-degree rape of a child 
and second-degree possession of 
depictions of a minor engaged in 
sexually explicit conduct prior to 
the 2019 offenses.
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Caregiving is tougher than tough.
Find the care guides you need at

AARP.org/caregiving



“Tom was a talented 
mechanic, outdoorsman 
and a generous person 
who always wore a smile.”

Thomas Oja, of Brush Prairie, 
Washington, passed away Nov. 
25, 2020. Born in Vancouver, 
Washington, in 1940, Tom 
attended Battle Ground High 
School where he met Carol 
(Petersen) Oja, his lifetime 
soulmate who sadly preceded 
him in death in 2015. Tom 
and Carol graduated in 1959, 
married in 1960 and started their 
family in Portland, Oregon. In 
1961, they moved to a house 
adjacent to his parents’ farm 
in Hockinson. Tom and Carol 
would live in three Hockinson 

houses, including two they 
built, all just a few yards from 
the property where Tom grew 
up and spent his remaining 
years. The property continues 
with a third generation. 

Tom and Carol were avid 
outdoors people. After Carol’s 
passing, Tom continued his 
travels in his new motorhome.  
They were always on the hunt 
for a new adventure, like taking 
a shortcut that would end up 
extending trips days longer 
than anticipated or perhaps 
buying a car or motorcycle 
in a box to be assembled and 
driven on the next adventure. 
Tom and Carol shared great 
memories of participating in 
the 1963 motorcycle Gypsy 
Tour with friends. In their later 
years, they enjoyed traveling 
to the Bahamas, Costa Rica, 
Hawaii and Mexico and enjoyed 
Alaskan cruises and traveling 
the United States from coast 
to coast. Tom was a licensed 
pilot and enjoyed his time in 
the air making loops and rolls 

overhead. He enjoyed flying, 
hunting, fishing, motorcycles, 
hiking, snowmobiling, boating 
and tinkering on anything 
mechanical. Tom started out in 
1960 as a pipefitter then made 
the move to automotive repair. 
He ended up with a career at 
Clark County Public Works 
where he enjoyed light and 
heavy duty equipment to work 
on. He looked forward to seeing 
friends and relatives at his 
three monthly social events — 
breakfast with hunting buddies, 
coffee with Clark County Public 
Works retirees and lunch with 
United Finnish Kaleva Brothers 
and Sisters Lodge members.  

He was a wonderful father 
who always had a new camping, 
hiking or fishing spot to 
check out. Tom is survived 
by his son, Mickey (Debbie); 
daughter, Tammy Coburn 
(Scott); six grandchildren of 
whom he was very proud, 
Holly, John, Katie, Stephanie, 
Kent, Derek; and two great-
grandchildren Zoey and Brody. 

Thomas oja

In Rememberance Of

1940 - 2021

To view the obituaries online, visit chronline.com/obituaries.

In Remembrance

Craig Charles Bellika was born 
on February 15, 1958 in Gackle, 
North Dakota to Charles and 
Florence Bellika. He married 
Hannah Rhoades in 1983. Craig 
passed away on July 6, 2021. 
He was a member of the Old 
Apostolic Lutheran Church. 
Craig is survived by his wife 
Hannah; children Simon (Darcy), 
Reuben (Kristie), Ella (Jarrod), 
Alex, Brad (Amy), Caleb, Wade, 
Linette, and Betsy (Clarence); 
and also many grandchildren and 
father, Charles. He was preceded 
in death by his mother Florence.
Funeral services will be held on 
Saturday, July 10 at 1 p.m. at the 
Old Apostolic Lutheran Church of 
Brush Prairie, 16603 NE 142nd 
Ave., Brush Prairie, Wash., 98606.

CRAIG BELLIKA

To view the obituary, please go to 
thereflector.com/obituaries.

1958 - 2021

In Loving Memory Of

Maurice Blake
1936  ~  2021

To view the obituary, please
go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Maurice Wilbur Blake was 
called home to the presence 
of his savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ on July 10, 2021. 
Maurice was born to Earl and 
Violet Blake in Orofino, Idaho, 
on Feb. 13, 1936. 

He was the 10th of 12 
children. During early 
childhood, Maurice heard the 
gospel of the grace of God 
and accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his savior. The family 
moved from Orofino to Walla 
Walla, Washington, then after 
graduating from Walla Walla 
High School, he went on to 
Cascade College in Portland, 
Oregon, where he met Helen 
Gehrke. They were married on 
Aug. 30, 1958.

Maurice was a teacher for 
over 30 years, the majority 
of which was fifth grade at 
Laurin Middle School in 
Battle Ground, Washington. 
Alongside teaching, he had 

a small farm with cattle 
and hogs as well as a large 
garden which he especially 
enjoyed.

Maurice was preceded in 
death by his parents and nine 
siblings; daughter Suzanne 
Rogers and granddaughter 
Elise Mittelstadt. He is 
survived by his wife of almost 
63 years, Helen; sisters 
Darlene (Wes) Ulbricht and 
Rachel (Fred) Clark; children 
Maureen (Daniel) Visan, 
Randy Blake, Cheryl (Daniel) 
Brimlow, Beth (Rick) Robert, 
Rodney (Debbie) Blake, Kathy 
(David) Sester, Tim (Hannah) 
Blake, Nathan (Viviane) Blake, 
Rebecca (Robert) Mittelstadt, 
Jonathan (Debbie) Blake, and 
David (Heather) Blake; and 
over 30 grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren.

I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live. John 11:25

A graveside service will 
be held at Bethel Evangelical 
Methodist Church Cemetery, 
2306 NW Carty Road, 
Ridgefield, Washington 
98642 on Saturday, July 
17, 2021, at 11 a.m. 

Richard Smith
In Loving Memory Of

Richard Lynn Smith was born to his parents Mary 
Alice Smith (Pettit) and Henry Smith on September 
25, 1952 in Woodland Wash.

Richard graduated from La Center High-school in 
1971. Richard worked as a millwright and then went on 
to work as a carbon setter and mechanic at Vanalco in 
Vancouver Wash., until Vanalco closed. After Vanalco 
closed Richard took up a career as a long-haul truck 
driver working for Interstate distributing and Swift 
trucking.

Richard is survived by his wife Inez Smith of 30 
years; son Todd Smith; 3 Grandchildren, along with 
numerous nieces and nephews. He is 
also survived by many brothers and 
sisters; James Leslie Smith; Henry 
Fred Smith; John Donald Smith; 
Evelyn Alberta Johnson; Dorthy Mae 
Wegener; Mary Alice Davis; Donna Louise 
Smith; and Nancy Ann Fredrick.

Richard is preceded in death by his 
brother Alvin Smith; sister Agnes Jennett 
Mayers; and son Eric Sean Smith.

Richard loved to spend his free time 
hunting, fishing, cooking, dancing and 
tending to his animals. Mostly he loved 
spending time with his family teaching 
them how to hunt, fish, and how to just 
enjoy life.

Richard will be greatly missed.
A service was held July 17, 2021

1952  ~  2021

To view the obituary, please
go to thereflector.com/obituaries.
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Vitals  
Obituaries

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Wayne Robertson
1945  ~  2021

Wayne Michael Robertson 
passed away peacefully Sunday, 
May 16, 2021, surrounded by 
his wife and children. Wayne 
was born February 12, 1945, in 
Vancouver, Wash., to James and 
Gay (DesCloux) Robertson.

Wayne grew up in Brush 
Prairie, Wash., and was educated 
in the Battle Ground School 
District. He was a friendly guy 
with a great smile, an athlete 
and a team player whether 
playing a game of pickup 
baseball with the neighborhood 
kids or playing baseball and 
basketball for the BGHS Tigers. 
Wayne graduated from Battle 
Ground High School in 1963. 
He attended Clark College part 
time from 1964-65, but also 
worked at the Chelatchie Prairie 
Plywood Mill. The summer of 
1965 he enlisted in the Army. 
After boot camp, he married his 
high school sweetheart, Patricia 
Prather, on October 24, 1965. 
He was too soon on his way to 
Southeast Asia, returning safely 
to Pat and their son Rod in the 
early fall of 1967. The family of 
three packed up and headed for 

Fort Hood, Texas, in November 
of 1967 where Wayne served 
his last 10 months for Uncle 
Sam.

In early 1969, Wayne 
went to work for Clark Public 
Utilities as a “grunt.” In 1972 
he was accepted into the three-
year apprenticeship program to 
become a journeyman lineman, 
which he completed on January 
3, 1975. How he loved that job 
and the men he worked with! He 
retired in 1996. Wayne enjoyed 
the satisfaction and camaraderie 
of working so it wasn’t 
surprising that he went to work 
for George Schmid & Sons for 
five years, followed up by seven 
years at Tapani Underground, 
Inc., as operations and safety 
coordinator for each company.

Wayne enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, and clamming with 
family and friends. He had tales 
to tell and racks to show. Ocean 
Shores, Wash., and Sunriver, 
Ore., were two favorite 
destinations for the family, but 
home on Kelly Hill in north 
Clark County was where he 
most loved to be.

Wayne was a patient and 
loving husband, a wonderful 
father and a good friend to 

many. A genuinely good man 
with good will for all.

Wayne is survived by his 
loving family: wife, Pat, of 55 
years; his three children, Rod 
(Robyn) of Walla Walla, Greg 
(Deena) of Battle Ground, 
Jeannie Yates of Vancouver; 
and six grandchildren, Sam and 
Emma Yates, Mitch and Baylee 
Robertson, and Ty and Ava 
Robertson.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his sister, Helen 
Wiswall, his brother, Larry 
Robertson, his sister, Karen 
Robertson. He is survived by 
his brother, Maurice Paladeni, 
his sister Joan Ratkowski, 
both of Vancouver, and his 
brother, Jim (Eva) Robertson, 
of Clarkia, Idaho.

A celebration of life for 
Wayne will be held Tuesday, 
July 27, 2021 1 p.m. at Bethany 
Vineyard and Winery, 4115 NE 
259th St., Ridgefield, Wash., 
98642

In remembrance of Wayne, 
please consider a donation to 
Project ALS, 801 Riverside 
Drive, #6G, New York, N.Y. 
10032 or go online at Project 
ALS.

In Loving Memory Of

360- 694-2537
11th & Columbia Street
Downtown Vancouver

“Since 1905”

www.hamiltonmylan.com

Serving the
needs of the
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since 1905

115 Years!
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FUNERAL HOME AND CHAPEL

Dignified service in the 
community since 1959.

• Provision for services to all cemeteries
• Pre-planning and funding options for funeral services

• Cremations available

We may have to charge for the services we 
provide because of our obligations; however, 

the compassion we have for you is freely given.

Denton F. & Barbara J. Harlan
owners/operators

360-687-3143
Mailing Address: P.O Box 7
Battle Ground, WA 98604

16 N.E. Clark Ave. • Battle Ground, WA
www.laynesfuneralhome.com

CH
577649 db



JULY 21, 2021 The Reflector   A5Obituaries / News

Four vie for BG school board seat

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Battle Ground Public Schools 
has the most heavily contest-
ed school board seat in North 
County, as four seek election to 
the District 1 seat.

Incumbent Mary Snitily fac-
es Devin Scroggins, Chloe Sep-
pala and John Siemssen Sr. in 
the August primary election. 

Although BGPS technically 
also has a primary race for the 
District 3 seat, candidate Tori 
Denfeld has indicated she will 
not be able to fulfil the duties of 
the position if she is elected, ef-
fectively withdrawing from the 
race.

Snitily, who was appointed to 
the board in March, has served 
in a range of capacities in the 
education sector, including as 
a teacher, principal, assistant 
superintendent and a trainer of 
teachers. Snitily, who has four 
grandchildren in the district, 
stressed a focus on what hap-
pens in the classroom when it 
comes to directing the district.

“Things change, cultures 
change, but I think that bottom-
line, people really want for their 
own child to find success,” Snit-
ily said. 

She supports the district hav-
ing a variety of choices among 
its educational offerings as 
something to meet that end.

“We have to be responsive 
to our community, and we have 
to be responsible with the mon-
ey that they give us to educate 
kids,” Snitily said. 

She noted the district recent-
ly had trouble with measures on 
the ballot, as the district failed 
to pass a levy earlier this year.

“I think people do support 
the schools and I have every 
hope that the levy will pass 
when it is re-run,” Snitily said. 
“I think it’s our job to be trans-
parent to the community, so that 
they know we are spending their 
money wisely.”

Snitily said the board needs 
to balance input from the com-
munity regarding issues the dis-
trict faces, like approving cur-
riculum, while not losing sight 
of the overall goal to support 
students.

“What happens in the class-

room is really what’s important 
for kids,” Snitily said. “I think 
when you get down to talking 
about sound bites or 
agendas or programs, 
you’ve kind of gotten 
away from looking at 
individual children.”

From her experience 
in education, Snitily 
says she has a deep un-
derstanding of the role 
a school board plays in 
running the district.

“You’re not the 
administrator of the 
school, you’re the gov-
ernance piece,” Sniti-
ly said. “Sometimes I 
think people get on a 
school board with an 
agenda thinking they 
can change a specific 
thing that’s happening 
in schools.”

Scroggins, the work 
crew chief for Bat-
tle Ground Municipal 
Court and a retired of-
ficer of the U.S. Coast 
Guard, said finances 
are the biggest issue in 
the district. The levy 
failure and the decline 
of enrollment that was 
exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
complicated the usual 
financial constraints, 
he said. 

“We’re really behind the 
8-ball here,” Scroggins said. 

A self-described conserva-
tive, Scroggins said one reason 
the levy failed is because of a 

lack of representation 
among the board for 
part of the district’s 
constituents.

“There’s a huge 
block of conserva-
tives out in the school 
district that the dis-
trict isn’t listening to,” 
Scroggins said. 

He said voting for 
him would provide 
a good opportunity 
for those voices to be 
heard.

Speaking about 
now-state mandated 
comprehensive sex-
ual health education, 
Scroggins said the 
district should “push 
back” where it can and 
find a solution that fits 
with the interests of the 
district’s population.

Through the Coast 
Guard and through 
his experience leading 
the court’s work crew, 
Scroggins said he has 
experiences with all 
kinds of different peo-
ple, which allows him to 
complete the job when 
working with a diverse 
range of individuals.

“The goal is to get 
people to be a success and that’s 
what we want for our kids,” 

Scroggins said. “Not only from 
a conservative background, a 
liberal background, I think that 
the bottom line is we need to see 
the good in everybody and meet 
in the middle somewhere and I 
think I can do that.”

Neither Seppala or Siemssen 
gave responses to The Reflec-
tor, though both submitted in-
formation for the voter’s guide.

Seppala, a communications 
director and Summit View High 
School graduate, wrote that  
“(c)hildren are the most valu-
able heritage in this life,” add-
ing she believes they deserve 
education that “equips them for 
success and assists in building 
good character.”

Seppala expressed concern 
over critical race theory and 
comprehensive sex education 
curriculum, which she wrote 
were causing withdrawals from 
public schools “in droves.”

“Children should be taught 

in a politically neutral environ-
ment,” Seppala wrote. 

She added that communi-
ty values should be put before 
state mandates.

Seppala wrote she is a 
“youthful and fresh pair of 
eyes” who will research the is-
sues and work with parents on 
solutions for the district.

Siessman, a 20-year Navy 
veteran turned truck driver and 
Battle Ground High School 
graduate, wrote the district 
needs to adapt to meet changes 
in technology. He noted he was 
able to experience a number of 
different cultures while in the 
military, including ones in the 
U.S.

“(I) will always have the 
best interest of children and 
young adults in mind,” Siems-
sen wrote.

Ballots for the primary elec-
tion must be submitted before  
8 p.m. on Aug. 3.

Incumbent faces two 
military men, BGPS 
graduate

Pacific NW Best
Fish

Company

24415 N.E. 10th Ave.
Ridgefield, WA 98642

360-887-4268 
360-887-3501

www.pacificnwbest.com

I-5

219th to
Battle Ground

179th

10
th

 
A

ve
.

Exit 9 North

Ex
it 

14
 

So
ut

h

10% OFF in our
Retail Fish Market

or Café with coupon
Looking for Fresh Seafood?

Well look no further...
Pacific NW Best Fish offers
the Freshest, Wild-Seafood

under the sea!

Open 6 Days
a Week

10 am to 7 pm

CH
58

17
72

 d
b

We are officially REOPENED!
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M. NIGHT SHYAMALAN’S ‘OLD’ (PG13)
A family on a tropical holiday discovers 
that the secluded beach where they are 
staying is somehow causing them to age 
rapidly, reducing their entire lives into a 
single day.
SNAKE EYES: GI JOE ORIGINS (PG13)
After saving the life of their heir apparent, 
tenacious loner Snake Eyes is welcomed 
into an ancient Japanese clan called the 
Arashikage where he is taught the ways 
of the ninja warrior. But, when secrets 
from his past are revealed, Snake Eyes’ 
honor and allegiance will be tested – even 
if that means losing the trust of those 
closest to him.

BLACK WIDOW (PG13)
Natasha Romanoff aka Black Widow 
confronts the darker parts of her ledger 
when a dangerous conspiracy with 
ties to her past arises. Pursued by a 
force that will stop at nothing to bring 
her down, Natasha must deal with 
her history as a spy and the broken 

relationships left in her wake long before 
she became an Avenger.

SPACE JAM:  
A NEW LEGACY (PG)

When LeBron and his young son are 
trapped in a digital space by a rogue 
A.I., LeBron must get them home safe 
by leading Bugs, Lola Bunny and the 
whole gang of notoriously undisciplined 
Looney Tunes to victory over the A.I.’s 
digitized champions.

F9: THE FAST SAGA (PG13)
Dominic Toretto and his crew battle 
the most skilled assassin and high-
performance driver they’ve ever 
encountered: his forsaken brother.
 ESCAPE ROOM: TOURNAMENT OF 

CHAMPIONS (PG13)
Six people unwittingly find themselves 
locked in another series of escape 
rooms, slowly uncovering what they 
have in common to survive as they 
discover all the games that they’ve 
played before.
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Velda Virginia Werner Sutton 
was born on Oct. 29, 1935, in 
Normal, Illinois, to William 
Henry Werner and Ivy Lewis 
Werner, and moved to Battle 
Ground at age 5.  She passed 
away unexpectedly on June 28, 
2021, in Yuma, Arizona, at the 
age of 85. She was the youngest 
of seven children and the last 
to pass.  She was preceded 
in death by her parents and 
siblings: Evangeline “Vange” 
Rose Smithline (1988), William 
“Bill” David Werner (2002), 
Oliver “Ole” Wendel Werner 
(1987), Ivy Louise “Peggy” 
Pylkki (2003), Theodore  “Ted” 
Lloyd Werner (2021) and Daniel 
Duane Werner (2012). 

Velda married Keven D. 
Sutton of Amboy on Feb. 7, 
1954. Keven passed away in 
2007. They were married 54 
years.

She is survived by her three 
children, Velda “Cindy” (Stan) 

Sawyer, Vivian (Vince) Witt, 
and Wayne (Suzanne) Sutton.  
Grandchildren, Josh Joner, 
Gretchen Brown, Casey Witt, 
Lucas Witt, Keven Sutton, John 
Sutton, Kent Sutton, Kathryn 
Harris, and Emily Sawyer, and 
numerous “great grands” which 
she dearly loved in addition to 
numerous nieces, nephews, and 
their families.

Velda developed a strong 
work ethic at a very young 
age, working on the family 
dairy farm and picking crops 
for the neighbors’ farms. While 
at Battle Ground High School, 
she excelled in academics 
and was a Twirling Majorette, 
marching in numerous parades 
including the Rose Parade each 
year. She worked full time 
while attending high school 
as a waitress and short order 
cook at a local restaurant. 
After graduation in 1953, she 
worked as a corporate secretary 
in Portland. Upon marriage to 
Keven, she continued to work at 
everything from picking berries 
and beans, to hoeing mint and 
driving truck.  Once her children 
were in school, she became the 
room mother, Girl Scout leader, 
and president of the PTA. In 
1965, she started driving school 
buses for the Battle Ground 
school district and within a 
couple of years decided to go 
to college to become a teacher. 
Three years later with a near 

4.0 GPA, she graduated Magna 
Cum Laude from University 
of Portland.  Neil Armstrong 
spoke at her graduation. She 
immediately started teaching 
while simultaneously working 
on her master’s degree. 
Eventually, she earned several 
master’s and an honorary PHD 
from the University of Indiana.

While teaching school, she 
taught at Kenton and Ascension 
Schools in Portland, Oregon, 
Lewisville Middle and Battle 
Ground High School, where 
she served as a math teacher, 
rally adviser, athletic director, 
assistant principal, and 
eventually principal.  She also 
served as principal of Lewisville 
Middle School, Amboy Middle 
School and Prairie High School.

Velda received national 
attention several times through 
the years, but none quite as 
interesting as when a bomb 
had been planted in the newly 
renovated Battle Ground High. 
After calling authorities and 
clearing the building, she was 
not going to let her new building 
be destroyed. She searched out 
and found the bomb, deciding 
based on her knowledge of 
blasting to disarm it. She did 
just that and then carried it out 
to a large dumpster and threw 
it away. By the time the bomb 
squad arrived, she was ready to 
get everyone back into school. 
Beyond helping and working 

with others, she enjoyed playing 
piano, stitchery, calligraphy, 
crossword and sudoku puzzles, 
clam digging, making incredible 
food, and cheering for her 
favorite teams and athletes.

As a mother, teacher, mentor, 
friend, role model, and leader, 
Velda was always the very best 
and literally thousands of her 
“students” loved her and are 
better off because of her never-
ending drive and energy. She 
was a pistol and will be greatly 
missed.

A celebration of life will be 
held July 23, 2021 at 10 a.m  in 
the Battle Ground High School 
cafeteria at 300 Main St., Battle 
Ground, Washington 98604. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to the Amboy 
Territorial Days Association 
and Park, P.O. Box 203, Amboy, 
Washington 98601.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Velda Sutton
In Loving Memory Of

1935  ~  2021

A Tradition
 of Caring

For More Than 68 Years 

Family Owned Cemetery, Funeral  
Chapel and On-Site Crematory.

    Services and Prices for All Needs
    Pre-Arrangement Planning

Caring Staff • Convenient Location • Beautiful Grounds

1101 NE 112th Ave. - Vancouver, WA
360.892.6060 
EvergreenMemorialGardens.com 5 Years In a row
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In Remembrance

Please join our family and friends 
in the celebration of life for our 
beloved sister, aunt, cousin, 
niece and friend that left us too 
soon to be with God on June 30, 
2021. Mary passed away after 
complications from open heart 
surgery. Mary will be missed by 
all those whose lives she touched.
The service will be on 
August 7, 2021 at 11 a.m. 
at the Church of Nazarene, 
747 Pioneer St., Ridgefield.

MARY ESTELLE 
HOPKINS

To view the obituary, please go to 
thereflector.com/obituaries.

Mary Snitily

Chloe Seppala

Devin Scroggins

John Siemssen Sr.
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Prosecutors: Officer acted in ‘good 
faith’ in Jenoah Donald shooting

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A group of county prosecu-
tors from across Washington 
have determined a Clark County 
sheriff’s deputy acted in “good 
faith” when he shot and killed 
a Black man from Vancouver 

during a February traffic stop in 
Hazel Dell.

On July 12, the Washington 
Association of Prosecuting At-
torneys released its report on the 
shooting of Jenoah Donald by 
Clark County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Sean Boyle. The report conclud-
ed Boyle had acted according to 
state law on law enforcement’s 
use of deadly force during the 
Feb. 4 shooting.

The five-member panel of 
county prosecutors from Lewis, 
Pend Oreille, Yakima, Pierce and 
Snohomish counties examined 
more than 2,500 pages of mate-

rial in its independent review of 
the case, which was the first of 
its kind, according to the report. 

The prosecutors were tasked 
with determining whether 
Boyle’s actions met the state’s 
good faith standard. The stan-
dard is based on what a “sim-
ilarly situated reasonable offi-
cer” would believe merited the 
use of deadly force to prevent 
death or serious physical harm 
to the officer or another person, 
given “all the facts, circum-
stances and information known 
to the officer at the time,” the 
report explained.

Donald was pulled over by 
Boyle for a broken taillight on 
Feb. 4. After Donald refused 
commands from fellow re-
sponding deputy Holly Troupe 
to show his hands and exit the 
vehicle, a struggle ensued, ac-
cording to the report. Boyle 
threatened to release his K9 on 
Donald and punched Donald in 
the face, after which Donald 
grabbed Boyle’s vest.

Donald reportedly turned 
Boyle so he could not reach his 
Taser and then Donald started 
the car, the report stated. Boyle 
said he warned Donald multiple 
times that he would be shot if he 
did not stop. Boyle then report-
edly felt the car move and fired 
two shots at Donald.

The prosecutors determined 
that although Troupe noticed 
several items in the vehicle like 
a screwdriver and pliers, which 
could be seen as potential 
weapons, “there is no evidence 
that the presence of these items 
were communicated to Deputy 
Boyle by Deputy Troupe,” the 
report read.

The prosecutors did conclude 
that starting the car and driv-
ing while holding onto Boyle, 
“could constitute a ‘weapon’” 
under state law.

Prosecutors determined 
Boyle’s “command” for Donald 
to exit the vehicle was lawful 
based on officer safety, but not-
ed Donald was never “asked” to 
step out of the vehicle, nor did 
he receive an explanation why 
the command was issued.

“What started as a ‘simple’ 
traffic stop for a defective tail-
light, quickly escalated,” the re-

port read.
A day after the report was 

released, Clark County Sheriff 
Chuck Atkins issued a state-
ment on the findings, noting the 
prosecutors’ investigation was 
independent from his office.

“I fully support ongoing ef-
forts to improve transparency 
and accountability with law en-
forcement,” the statement read.

The statement noted the cre-
ation of a panel of attorneys 
from around the state — which 
did not include Clark Coun-
ty Prosecuting Attorney Tony 
Golik — “furthers the goals of 
improved transparency and in-
creased accountability.”

“We will strive to learn all 
that we can from this incident 
and work at constant improve-
ment,” Atkins wrote.

Following the release of the 
report, Donald’s mother, Sue 
Zawacky, issued a statement 
saying Donald’s family felt “let 
down and disappointed” by the 
conclusion.

“We hope the officers will re-
sign for the good of the commu-
nity because they don’t have the 
patience or skills for the job,” 
Zawacky stated. “I don’t want 
any other families to lose their 
sons.”

Zawacky suggested the mat-
ter be looked into by Washing-
ton State Attorney General Bob 
Ferguson’s office.

Although no criminal 
charges were recommended 
by the investigation for either 
Boyle, Troupe, or sheriff’s depu-
ty Greg Agar, who also respond-
ed to the scene, the family of 
Donald is seeking $17 million in 
a wrongful death lawsuit against 
the county. 

Announced last month, the 
suit alleges Donald was pulled 
over because Boyle suspect-
ed Donald was leaving a “drug 
house.” The lawsuit claims law 
enforcement used the defective 
taillight as an excuse to pull 
Donald over. 

“What’s clear is the officers 
unnecessarily escalated a petty 
traffic stop into a fatal shoot-
ing,” said Mark Lindquist, an 
attorney representing Donald’s 
family in the wrongful death 
lawsuit. 

In his statement, Lindquist 
noted the wrongful death law-
suit had “entirely different stan-
dards” legally than any poten-
tial criminal charges against 
Boyle would have.

“Accountability and justice 
will come from the family’s 
lawsuit,” Lindquist stated.

No charges 
recommended 
by independent 
investigation, wrongful 
death lawsuit continues
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McFarlane’s Bark

McFarlane’s

Visit us at our two locations
13345 SE Johnson Rd.

Milwaukie, OR
503-659-4240

8806 NE 117th Ave.
Vancouver, WA

360-892-6125
www.McFarlanesBark.com

BARK & ROCK PRODUCTS • COMPO-STUFF • YARD DEBRIS & WOOD WASTE RECYCLING

Yard Debris &  
Dirt Recycling

CCB# MCFARB1903N5 GENERAL

$300 off

Customer Zip Code:__________   Coupon Code #1999 Expires: 12/31/21

At PREVENT TOGETHER ,  we are  passionate  about  
empowering each other to stay healthy and drug-free.  
We also believe that CONNECTION is the best prevention!
We invite you to connect with us at  NATIONAL NIGHT OUT !   
This fun, safe,  and free event for youth and families in Battle Ground showcases
the importance of coming together to make our community a safer place to l ive.  
FREE BBQ hot dogs prepared by Fire District 3 and Battle Ground Police Department!   

For more information, visit PreventTogetherBG.org/NationalNightOut
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BackyardBirdShop.com

Vancouver • 8101 NE Parkway Dr. near TJ MAXX • 360-253-5771
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BackyardBirdShop.com

Vancouver • 8101 NE Parkway Dr. near TJ MAXX • 360-253-5771

Make 
Summer

A  
Splash!

• Birdbaths & Misters
• Bird Feeders & Houses
• Hummingbird Feeders
•  Rain Gauges  

& Windchimes
•  Outdoor Thermometers  

& Clocks
•  Squirrel Feeders  

& Bat Houses
•  Binoculars &  

Field Guides

Celebrating 
30 Years 

MANY MORE  
NATURE-THEMED GIFTS

Limit one coupon per customer. Coupon 
must be presented at time of purchase, and 
it is good for in-stock items only. It cannot be 
combined with other coupons or discounts, or 
used to purchase gift cards or Brome brand 
products. Expires 7/31/21.

PURCHASE 
OF $25  

OR MORE*
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Construction began recently for a new Chipotle Mexican Grill at the Scotton Landing 
development in Battle Ground. Project Manager Brandi Ho estimates the restaurant will open its 
doors this year.

COURTESY PHOTO

One Battle Ground local founded Sweetly Cafe and Bakery 
to provide the community with a healthy, high-end option for 
pastries, coffee, cakes and other baked goods.
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Local and national businesses  
added to Battle Ground repertoire 

MADYSEN MCLAIN
madysen@thereflector.com

As the population of Battle 
Ground rapidly increases, com-
mercial developments are ex-
panding the variety of businesses 
they offer as construction is un-
derway for a bakery and a Chipo-
tle Mexican Grill. 

Sweetly Cafe and Bakery in 
the Millcreek Town Center will 
open in October of this year, said 
owner Irina Sirotkina. 

Sirotkina, a Battle Ground res-
ident, always looks for the best 
when it comes to local pastries, 
baked goods and coffee.

Sirotkina often found herself 
running around Battle Ground, 
Vancouver and Portland to track 
down her favorite croissants or 
macaroons, so she decided to 
start her own cafe and bakery 
called Sweetly.

The shop will display reci-
pes baked by Sirotkina and her 
lead baker, as well as outsourced 
goods from local businesses, like 
Di Tazaa’s banana bread and 
Donna’s Macaroons in Oregon.

“We’re not here to compete 
with other local bakers,” she said. 
“We’re here to promote the small-
er baking shops that are your in-
dependent contractors or cafes.”

Sirotkina said there will be a 
grand opening, but the date has 
yet to be decided. 

Customers can grab a coffee or 
pastry from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. seven 
days a week once the shop opens. 
Sirotkina will offer catering ser-
vices after closing for events, like 
birthday parties.

Sirotkina wanted to provide 
the Battle Ground community 
with a healthier substitute to fast 
food. 

“It’s still local,” she said. “It’s 
still fresh and still baked every 
day.”

One of her sons cannot have 
dairy, which made it more dif-
ficult to eat at restaurants. This 

inspired Sirotkina to add many 
dairy and gluten-free options to 
the menu.

While Sirotkina waits for con-
struction to be completed, she 
will perfect recipes for Sweetly, 
including avocado toast, oatmeal 
with fresh berries and high-end 
specialty cakes.

More information about the 
Sweetly Cafe and Bakery can be 
found on Facebook and Insta-
gram at Sweetly_BG.

In addition, construction 
started for a new Chipotle Mex-
ican Grill at the Scotton Land-
ing development, said Principal 
Properties developer Tirus (T.J.) 
Fontenette.

Although an opening 
date hasn’t been set yet, the 
2,325-square-foot building 
should open this year, Project 
Manager Brandi Ho wrote in an 
email. The new location will fea-
ture a drive-thru option.

“They’re full speed ahead,” 
Fontenette said.

The 45-acre Scotton Land-
ing project is home to the Alder 
Pointe Apartments, recreational 
facilities, medical office and re-
tail spaces. The development is 
operated by Principal Properties.

Chiro One Wellness Center, 
a health care provider, opened a 
couple of months ago and now 
occupies part of a Millcreek 
Town Center building, Fonten-
ette said. 

The remaining building space 
is available with a drive-thru op-
tion. Fontenette will announce 
more businesses joining the 
Millcreek Town Center by the 
end of the year, he said.

“We started the project in 
2007,” Fontenette said. “I’m just 
excited to see it flourish, mature 
and stabilize.”

Both local and chain restau-
rants can be found in the center, 
including Walmart, MOD Piz-
za, Red Robin Gourmet Burg-
ers, Battle Ground Smiles and 

Charming Nails. The complex 
sits right next to Highway 503 and 
adjacent to the Scotton Landing 
project. Millcreek Town Center is 
also run by Principal Properties.

“The businesses employ peo-
ple directly in the community, 
at all levels,” Fontenette said. 
“They provide economic activity 
within the community, instead of 
dollars being spent outward.”

Jackson, Jackson & Kurtz, Inc., P.S.
Attorneys at Law
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1. $0 Down, 0% APR fi nancing for up to 84 months available on purchases of new Kubota BX2380, LX2610SU and all L01 series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualifi ed purchasers 
through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 fi nanced. Customer instant rebates of $700 for L01, $600 for LX2610SU, $500 for BX2380 are available 

on qualifying fi nance or $1,200 L01, $1,000 for LX2610, $800 for BX2380 on cash purchases. Additional instant 
rebate of $500 is available with purchase of one new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 
7/31/21. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, 
safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.  2. 0% Down, 0% A.P.R. 
fi nancing for up to 36 months on purchases of select new Kubota T, GR, Z100, Z200 and Z400 equipment from 
participating dealers’ in stock inventory is available to qualifi ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; 
subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 36 monthly payments of $27.78 per $1,000 fi nanced. 
Offer expires 9/30/21. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all 
representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For more information, 
see Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com. 3. T2290KWT-48 shown as an example only. † For complete warranty, safety and 
product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other 
specifi cations are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1014-04-145424-13

Dan’s Tractor, Inc.
Serving Clark County Since 1963

8012 NE 219th Street • Battle Ground, WA
360-687-3000 • M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1

danstractor.com

Any Kubota’s A Good Choice!

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. FINANCING UP TO 
84 MONTHS ON SELECT NEW KUBOTA!1

 Z231KW-422

• 21.5 Gross HP,† Gasoline, Air-Cooled V-Twin Engine
• 42” Welded Mower Deck • Ultrascaper Z Rear Tires
• Sliding High-Back Seat with Plenty of Legroom

 T2290KW-422/3

• 21.5 Gross HP, 2-CylinderGasoline Engine
• 42” Mower Deck • Parallel Link Suspension Seat
• Hydrostatic Transmission • Short 14” Turning Radius

 L2501HST
• 24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD • Hydrostatic Transmission (HST)
• Performance-Matched Implements Available

 MX6000
• 63.4 Gross HP,† 4-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine • 4WD 
• Climate-Controlled, Factory-Installed Cab or ROPS Model
• Performance-Matched Implements Available
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C-TRAN is hosting open houses for the public to learn more 
about service concepts that, if approved, would take effect 
in January of 2022. Can’t attend? No problem! Visit us at 
www.c-tran.com to learn more about the concepts and pro-
vide feedback. All written comments must be received by 
C-TRAN no later than noon on Tuesday, September 14, 2021.

July 29 • 4:30–6:30 pm
Firstenburg Community Center
700 NE 136th Avenue, Vancouver
(Served by route 80)

August 4 • 5–7 pm
Fisher’s Landing Transit Center 
3510 SE 164th Avenue, Vancouver
(Served by routes 30, 37, 65, 67, 80, 92 & 164)

August 10 • 5–7 pm
Marshall/Luepke Center
1009 E McLoughlin Blvd, Vancouver
(Served by routes 25, 30, 37 and The Vine)

August 18 • Noon–1 pm
Facebook LIVE
facebook.com/ctranvancouver

August 25 • 4–6 pm
99th Street Transit Center
9700 NE 7th Avenue, Vancouver
(Served by routes 2, 9, 25, 31, 71, 78, 105 & 134/199)

September 7 • 11 am–1 pm
Turtle Place Station
700 Main Street, Vancouver
(Served by routes 25, 30, 31, 32, 37, 60, 71 & The Vine)

PUBLIC HEARING:
September 14 • 5:30 pm
C-TRAN Administration
10600 NE 51st Circle, Vancouver
(Served by route 80)

Reflector Ad

JOIN 
US!

www.c-tran.com 
360-695-0123

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER GO TO GOODWILL.ORG

DONATE STUFF.
CREATE JOBS.

YOUR BIKE
CAN HELP OTHERS
MOVE FORWARD.

YOUR DONATIONS TO GOODWILL® HELP 
FUND JOB PLACEMENT AND TRAINING 

FOR PEOPLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY.



MAP COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A map from Clark County Public Health shows areas by ZIP 
code where confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been tested. The 
rates per 100,000 of population in each ZIP code are shown by 
progressively deeper shades of color for a greater case rate.
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Call 360-687-0472
2919 W Main St, Battle Ground, WA 98604

www.prathertruckfarm.com

Mention this ad for a GREAT RATE! CH
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Paid Advertisement

No Law No Freedom
All of us are children, some of us are more senior 

at this then others, but still, we are children. Our 
Father in Heaven, the One that created us, the One 
that fathered humanity is the Source of all creation. 
The fact that our Father in Heaven is beyond the 
years of our existence gives understanding that each 
of us are as children and the Bible would have us 
acknowledge this in those terms. When one that is 
in the company of children and is to them a senior it 
doesn’t take long before those children might require 
correction. Correction for some children is a way of 
life, correction in some form or another is all they 
know. As children get older, they grow weary of this 
correctional atmosphere while looking forward to 
adulthood. Becoming a young adult opens up more 
freedoms, free to act in ways that formerly brought 
scrutiny, but now free at last. Freedom is a beautiful 
thing, but along with freedom comes responsibilities. 
Without accepting responsibility there can be no real 
freedom. As young adults to our new found freedom, 
there was still more to learn, learning is what keeps 
us on freedoms path. The learning that will benefit 
us the most is the knowledge gained when and after a 
mistake is made and then accepting its consequences. 
Being accountable for what we have done in the long 
run will enable us to enjoy more freedom. Initially 
the rules that accompanied our home life might have 
been the reason to go out on our own, getting away 
from parental care and correction. Correction means 
that there were rules that didn’t always get followed. 

There are children and now adults that don’t see 
the need to follow a path of rules. In the home life 
we would call this rebellion, in civil society it would 
be called anarchy, where lawlessness becomes the 
norm. If we have witnessed both and I am sure we 
have, we see the laws of the land are for our care and 
protection. As a nation we adopted our laws and 
judicial system from Judeo-Christian principles 
and practices. This served the nation of Israel many 
hundreds of years longer than this nation has been 
united. Rebellion brought an end to that long-estab-
lished nation in A.D.70. All the history preserved in 
the Bible, showing a Father’s care for His children 
and the Jewish nation is “for our admonition”. (1 

Cor. 10:11) Admonition or a scolding or an ear full 
is what we received and heard as a child, because 
there were rules that kept us under parental care, 
for it was their kingdom. As a babe we were brought 
into their kingdom or territory, a domain ruled by 
one that fathered and or birthed us, as their rules 
were made known.

In this setting we can see that every kingdom has 
rules and a failure to acknowledge this is rebellion. 
In a civil society rebellion brings a loss of freedoms, 
just as it did when living in the home under parental 
care. A civil society is going to address rebellion 
or it will no longer be civil, but a state of disorder 
for non-submission to recognized authority. These 
united states at one time desired to be under the 
“admonition” of her Father in heaven, the same 
Father that gave them this land out of religious 
persecution from a heavy-handed church. Today’s 
adults, acting like children, wants to abolish the 
Judeo system that has preserved our nation thus far, 
with all its admonishments but still preserving our 
freedom. How is all of this going to end? The free-
doms to worship in a Judeo-Christian atmosphere 
is going to be set aside for the laws of man’s making, 
where the rules that have failed societies of the 
past are once again enacted. Our Father in heaven 
will allow what man desperately is now working 
towards, forced Sunday observance.

“Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, 
cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before 
us”, Isaiah 30:11. Man by nature is estranged from 
the One that created him, but that doesn’t mean that 
he is disinterested in worship. In worshipping our 
Creator, His Holy Spirit compels us to righteousness 
or right doing. Man, and his kingdom of worship 
also compels, where the fruits of unrighteousness are 
actually encouraged. Man must and will solicit the 
state authorities to use its power to compel. When 
man has accomplished this, the “rulers of darkness of 
this world”, or state, along with “spiritual wick-
edness in high places”, the church (Eph.6:12) will 
have established a kingdom fully set against the true 
follower of God. 

Paid for and authored by Tom W. Ogren Search: “Old World Protestant and Beyond” • let_this_mind_be_in_you@yahoo.com
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BUTCHER
360.693.6241

BOYS
www.mybutcherboys.com

Sausages • Smoked Meats
Gourmet Cuts of Beef • Natural Pork & Poultry

We Process All Our Own Smoked Meat & Sausage

4710 E. Fourth Plain Blvd  Tues - Sat 10:00am - 6:00pm • Closed Sun & Mon

Custom cutting & Processing
Beef • Pork • Wild Game

Proudly Serving Clark CountyVANCOUVER’S 
FINEST MEAT 

MARKET
SINCE 1969!

Clark County’s COVID-19  
case rate hits new low
THE REFLECTOR

After nine weeks of declin-
ing new cases of COVID-19 in 
Clark County, the rate of in-
fection has dropped to levels 
the county hasn’t seen since 
its health department started 
tracking numbers a year ago.

Clark County Public Health’s 
weekly update on July 15 showed 
there were 53.3 COVID-19 cas-
es per 100,000 population in 
14 days, down from 67.5 cases 
per 100,000 the prior week. The 
current rate has dipped below 
the previous lowest rate of 63.1 
per 100,000 reported in late Au-
gust of last year.

The county did see an in-
crease of COVID-19 hospital-
izations, as the health depart-
ment reported 2.2 admissions 
per 100,000 in the past seven 
days, up from 1.8 per 100,000.

The county saw 140 more 
confirmed COVID-19 cases re-
ported between July 8 and July 
15, bringing the total to 24,680 
since the outbreak began. 
Clark County Public Health 
also reported 11 more proba-
ble COVID-19 cases based on 
antigen testing. As of July 15, 
there were 161 active cases of 
the disease, which are ones still 
in the isolation period.

Clark County Public Health 

reported six more confirmed 
COVID-19 deaths between July 
8 and July 15. Two women old-
er than 80, a woman in her 60s, 
a man in his 60s, and two men 
in their 50s died, all of whom 
had underlying health condi-
tions. The deaths put the coun-
ty’s total at 292, including 260 
confirmed and 32 suspected to 
be due to the disease.

The health department re-
ported that 3.6 percent of hos-
pital beds in the county were 
occupied by COVID-19 patients 
either confirmed to have the dis-
ease or awaiting test results. 

Clark County maintains 
about the same proportion of 
COVID-19 cases and deaths 
statewide. Washington State 
Department of Health data 
showed the county made up 
about 5.9 percent of cases and 
4.9 percent of deaths in the 
state.

Community Calendar
MADYSEN MCLAIN
madysen@thereflector.com

From live music to farmers 
markets, the summer season is in 
full swing. Check out events com-
ing to North Clark County here. 

Victory Garden Contest
Ridgefield residents can enter 

to compete in the Victory Garden 
Contest until Aug. 23, with win-
ners announced Sept. 1. 

To enter, gardens must be at a 
home, community garden or busi-
ness and must have been grown 
this year. If businesses have more 
than one garden, separate entries 
may be submitted for each.

People of all ages can partic-
ipate.

Contestants have a chance to 
win an award in different catego-
ries. The winners will take home a 
$20 MainStreet Bucks gift card to 
use at Ridgefield businesses and a 
$20 voucher for Lava Java.

The Greenest Garden Award 
winner will be chosen based on 
the best solar power, drought re-
sistant and upcycled configuration. 
Entries that create a community 
atmosphere will be considered for 
the Best Garden That Gives Back 
Award.

Those 18 and under have a shot 
to win the best youth garden.

Other awards include the most 
improved for new gardeners and 
people’s choice. 

To participate, you must submit 
a contest photo by posting it on the 
Ridgefield Forward Facebook page 
at facebook.com/RidgefieldFor-
ward/. In the post, you must state 
what category you’d like to be con-
sidered for, along with an explana-
tion on why you should win.

Those without Facebook ac-
counts can still enter by emailing 
their submissions to mdonavan@
gmail.com.

Contest judges include Lava 
Java owner Phuong Tran, Ridge-
field Forward co-founder and 
Landscape Architect Tracy Cer-
avolo and Ridgefield Main Street 
Executive Director Marykay Lam-
oureaux. The judges will tour the 
contestants’ gardens then choose 
the winners. 

Participants have an option to 
opt-out of an in-person garden tour 
and submit photos instead. 

“The Governors”  
live concert

Concertgoers can rock out to 
“The Governors,” an Idaho-based 
electric rock band, during a per-
formance at 7 p.m. July 24 in 
Ridgefield.

Four of the six members grew 
up in the Clark County area, in-
cluding guitarist AJ Trantham, 
from Camas; pianist Patrick Mc-

Cuistion, from Battle Ground; 
and lead vocalist Michael Mc-
Cormic, also from Battle Ground. 

In 2002 and 2013, McCormic 
won the Harvest Days Talent 
Competition. 

The band released a full-length 
studio album this year.

Tickets can be purchased on-
line for $15. The concert will be 
held at Shaffer Farm, 19216 NW 
46th Ave., with outdoor seating.

For more information about 
“The Governors,” visit thegover 
norsband.com.

La Center Market
La Center Church wanted to 

“bring back” a farmers market 
in 2020, but the COVID-19 pan-
demic halted their plans. In June, 
the church started a new weekly 
market.

The market offers a variety of 
goods provided by vendors and 
local nonprofits. You can pick 
up fresh raspberries or cherries 
from Annie’s Berry Farm or 
some homemade goat milk soap 
from Hoop & Petals. If you’re 
in the mood for some barbecue, 
Smokin’ Franks BBQ serves bris-
ket, ribs, pulled pork, street tacos 
and more.

The market will run from 4 to 
7 p.m every Thursday until Aug. 
26 in the north parking lot of La 
Center Church, 111 E. 5th St. 

“After a year of everyone 
being so isolated and so many 
events being canceled, we feel 
this is what our community needs 
right now,” stated the La Center 
Church website. 

You can learn more online at la 
centerchurch.org/farmers-market.

Musicians in the Park
The Ridgefield Art Associa-

tion will host a new event called 
Musicians in the Park.

During the summer on every 
Wednesday, community mem-
bers will have the chance to hear 
local artists around noon at Over-
look Park, on the corner of Pio-
neer Street and Main Avenue.

Attendees can bring their own 
lunch or pick up take-out from 
a downtown restaurant. Park 
benches and picnic tables will be 
provided, however, folding chairs 
are encouraged. 

Kit Garoutte and Ann Fleming 
kicked off the series on July 7 and 
Deni Herrmann followed on July 
14 with music from the 60s, 70s 
and 80s.

A weekly schedule will be 
available on the Ridgefield city 
website soon. Musicians can ap-
ply to perform online at lf.ridge-
fieldwa.us/Forms/7SKMs.

 Submit community events to 
Madysen McLain at madysen@
thereflector.com.
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After four of the past NW’s 
Largest Garage and Vintage 
Sale events were canceled 
because of the pandemic, 
vendors are once again 
ready to open up shop this 
weekend at the Clark County 
Fairgrounds and Event Center.

COURTESY PHOTO

It is tradition for Kim and David Buffum’s daughters to help with 
the sales throughout the year. 
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NW’s Largest Garage, Vintage  
Sale returns to fairgrounds
MADYSEN MCLAIN
madysen@thereflector.com

Vendors will set up their booths 
full of antiques, clothing and fur-
niture for the first time since No-
vember 2019 as the Northwest’s 
Largest Garage and Vintage Sale 
returns this weekend.

All of the indoor booth spaces 
are already sold out. There will be 
over 600 vendors for this month’s 
sale, said event founder and orga-
nizer Kim Buffum.

“It’s definitely shaping up to 
be the largest July sale we’ve ever 
had,” Buffum said.

In April 2020, the vendors were 
lined up and advertisements were 
ready to go, but Buffum received 
word she couldn’t move forward 
with the event three weeks before 
it was scheduled because of the 
pandemic.  

Buffum offered the vendors a 
$60 credit to use toward a future 
sale.

“We just never thought that 
we would ever have to cancel a 
sale,” she said. “I couldn’t sleep. 
I couldn’t do anything because 
I was just sick about having to 
cancel.”

The Buffums organize three 
sales a year in April, July and No-
vember.

Buffum became overwhelmed 
with excitement when she sent an 
email to the vendors saying the 
July sale received the green light 
from Clark County Fairgrounds 
officials.

The type of vendors vary great-
ly. Some are trying to make extra 
cash for their families, while oth-
ers run vintage shops and some 
are trying to clean out their closets. 

“(The vendors) have had the 
last year and a half to start clean-
ing out their closets and garages,” 
Buffum said. “A lot of people have 
been calling to say they need more 
space because they’ve been clean-
ing so much.”

From a shopper’s perspective, 
the event allows them to save mon-
ey on essential items, like clothing, 
but also for other objects, like vin-
tage appliances and jewelry.

Buffum’s husband, David, 
spent his childhood attending 
swap meets every weekend in 
southern California. When he 
moved to the Pacific Northwest, 

he noticed there were hardly any 
sales, mostly because of the unpre-
dictable weather. 

Then in 2008 when the econ-
omy crashed, the Buffums were 
brainstorming ideas for a busi-
ness. That’s when David said they 
should try putting on a huge ga-
rage sale.

“You’re crazy. There’s no way,” 
responded Kim at that time.  

David contacted the Portland 
Expo Center and was met with 
uncertainty from the center’s em-
ployees, but the couple was able 
to rent out part of the facility. To 
Kim’s surprise, the first sale sold 
out of vendor spaces and more 
than a 1,000 people came to shop.

The sale was called Portland’s 
Largest Garage and Vintage Sale 
before the event moved to the 
Clark County Fairgrounds to be 
closer to where the Buffums live 
in Vancouver.

Twelve years later, the NW’s 
Largest Garage and Vintage Sale 
draws in hundreds of vendors and 
thousands of attendees.

The Buffums, who have been 
married for 33 years, raised two 
daughters together. When their 
kids still lived at home, their 
daughters would help with the 
sales. 

Their oldest daughter Amanda 
had just started dating her boy-
friend for about a month before 
one of the garage sales. She invit-
ed him to help with the event.

“He told her later on, ‘I knew 
that I loved you the day that we 
were working at your parents’ 
sale because of how hard you 
work and the closeness that I saw 
with your parents,’” Kim said. 

Amanda Cline and her hus-
band have been married for 10 
years and have three children.

“When the grandkids get old-
er, we’ll have them working the 
sale one day,” she said.

Tickets are $7 per person or $20 
for an early bird ticket. Children 12 
and under are admitted for free.

The sale is scheduled from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on July 24 at the Clark 
County Fairgrounds and Event  
Center, 17402 NE Delfel Road. 

People with early bird tickets 
will be able to enter the center at 7 
a.m. 

For more information, visit the 
NW’s website at nwgsales.com.

Bathing assistance 
Errands / shopping 
Joyful companionship 
Meal preparation 
Medication reminders 
Up to 24 hour care 
Light housekeeping 
Dementia care 

Call today for a free assessment! 
(360) 892-4442

CH
59

55
37

 d
b

& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY

8401 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver

We Accept Recycling
We Have Drop Box Containers
We Provide Deliveries

Visit our website:
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®

tvc.org

Urgent Care

Open 7 AM 
7 days a week

CH611672 db

Lifestyles Calendar / Happenings
Published as a public service and is free of charge

Submissions: 208 S.E. 1st St., Battle Ground, WA 98604
(360) 687-5151 • news@thereflector.com

A Smarter Way to 
Power Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(866) 954-2961

*O� er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.
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Very few people have beautiful smiles naturally, and teeth 

that looked whiter during youth can appear increasingly 

worn and discolored as the years pass by. It is hardly 

surprising, as each day teeth are exposed to extreme 

temperature changes, are frequently bathed in acid and 

are placed under tremendous pressure when biting and 

chewing food. 

Luckily, high-quality custom dentistry can comfortably 

restore smiles and self-confidence as one patient who 

visited Dr. Low recently discovered. 

Ed Chandler trusted Dr. Low of Above & Beyond Dentistry 

to care for his dental health, having read only positive 

things about the practice. When visiting for the first time, 

Ed immediately felt at home. He explains, “Lisa is a really 

great first point of contact, and from there my experience 

just got better. Dr. Low and his team put me at ease right 

away. I felt good about my decision to move forward with 

the work I needed done.”

Before visiting Above & Beyond Dentistry, Ed feared the dentist 

having had a horrible childhood experience. Now, he is a regular 

patient and thoroughly recommends Dr. Low to anyone asking for 

a new dentist. Ed especially appreciates that Dr. Low always 

explains what is going on in layman’s terms and provides the very 

best custom dental solutions. After finishing treatment, Ed feels 

100% more confident, saying, “It makes me feel good to smile for 

pictures and any time I want.”

Dr. Low is an experienced dentist who always goes that extra mile 

to provide custom solutions for his patients and which include the 

very latest restorative and implant dentistry treatments. Every 

smile is individually designed to suit the patient’s facial anatomy 

and goals. He uses the highest quality materials and advanced 

digital technology, ensuring patients like Ed receive healthy, 

attractive smiles that last longer.

The Reflector

Reader’s Choice

IT'S TIME TO FEEL MORE 

 IN YOUR 

CONFIDENT

SMILE!

Above & Beyond 
Dentistry is a place 

where you can feel at 
ease as soon as you 

walk in the door.

WWW.ABOVEBEYONDDENTISTRY.COM
1908 NW 1ST WAY, STE 105 BATTLE GROUND, WA 98604

(360) 687-0909

USING CUSTOM DENTAL SOLUTIONS 

TO CREATE BEAUTIFUL SMILES

FOR A NEW & AMAZING SMILE CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR SMILE CONSULTATION.
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ENCLOSED PERMITTED BUILDING ROOF ONLY FARM BUILDING

FOB: Hubbard
P.O. Box 407 • 3540 2nd Street 

Hubbard • OR • 97032
Fax: 503-982-2515*** Prices subject to change without notice ***

•
All prices subject to code requirements 
CCB #: OR 86204  -  WA PARKEB1071D6

Kit Contains: 
Galvanized roof based on 30 lb Snow LoadKit Contains: (1) 3’X6’-8” Entry Door, (1) 11’ Wide 

Slider Door, Galvanized Roof, Painted Walls & Trim
These buildings have Engineered Plans & Prices are based on 
30 lb Ground Snow Load, 135 mph Wind Load, “B” Exposure

Please Visit Our Website

To view our customizable 
Options & Prices

DIY KITS!
BUILDING MATERIAL 

SUPPLIER

SHOPS

RV STORAGE*

*
*

*

*
*

BARNS

www.parkerbuildings.com

1•800•331•0155 
503•981•0890

GARAGES

Providing Pole Buildings Since 1982

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $11,117 $12,187 $13,087 $14,090 
30 x 36 $13,000 $14,099 $15,132 $16,230 
30 x 48 $15,560 $16,735 $17,983 $19,602 
36 x 36 $14,760 $15,883 $17,007 $18,362 
36 x 48 $17,726 $19,006 $20,281 $22,160 
40 x 48 $20,027 $21,091 $22,545 $24,609 
40 x 60 $23,173 $24,374 $26,050 $27,860

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $5,695 $5,804 $5,971 $6,339 
30 x 36 $6,933 $7,047 $7,360 $7,666 
30 x 48 $8,628 $8,847 $9,117 $9,511 
36 x 36 $8,354 $8,609 $8,780 $9,200 
36 x 48 $10,311 $10,530 $10,800 $11,398 
40 x 48 $12,578 $12,910 $13,248 $14,266 
40 x 60 $15,075 $15,419 $15,787 $16,894
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Sports
Ridgefield goes undefeated, 
makes appearance at state

MADYSEN MCLAIN
madysen@thereflector.com

 The Ridgefield Little League 
Intermediate baseball team went 
1-2 at the state tournament after an 
undefeated district championship 
and regular season.

The team, made up of 13-year-
olds, traveled to Des Moines, 
Wash., on July 11 and 12 for the 
state tournament. Eight other teams 
from around the state also compet-
ed for the title.

During the first game on July 11, 
Ridgefield lost to Pullman with a 
score of 11-7, then took the win for 
game two, beating Seattle Central 
17 to 3. Manager Josh Thompson 
said the team batted well, pitched 
great and maintained solid defense.

In the final game, Ridgefield 
was eliminated by North Kitsap 
with a score of 10-1.

For the district tournament, 
Ridgefield beat both Highlands and 
Salmon Creek teams, then Salmon 
Creek again during the champion-
ships with a score of 19-0.

Josh’s wife, Megan, organized 
a GoFundMe page to help fami-
lies pay for food, lodging, travel 
expenses and fees at the state tour-
nament. Community members do-
nated $2,730 to the effort.

Thompson said the turnaround 
between the district and state 
tournaments was a lot quicker 
than in previous years, where 
they’d usually get about three to 
four weeks to prepare.

“It’s tough for a lot of families 
to take off work, cover hotel stays 
and food,” he said. “The GoFund-
Me page and the support from 
the community was absolutely 
fantastic. It allows all these fam-
ilies to go watch their sons play 
without worrying as much about 
additional costs.” 

Thompson, with coaches Devin 
Cast, Nathan Kaiser and Mychal 
Dynes, volunteer without pay, he 
said. 

The teams for district six in-
clude Ridgefield, Salmon Creek, 
Battle Ground, Kalama, Highlands 
and Glenwood, Thompson wrote in 
an email. 

Ridgefield also played teams 
from district four, including Cam-
as, Fort Vancouver and Columbia 
River.

The intermediate team lost the 
opportunity to play in the age 12 
bracket last year because of the 
pandemic. Thompson describes 
that team as the “pinochle of Lit-
tle League.”

The 12-year-old team’s world 
series is televised across the nation, 
as are other Little League games, 

but they don’t have the same “wow 
factor,” Thompson said.

“Ultimately, kids are resilient,” 
he said. “They just want to be out 
there playing.”

Before the season started, the 
team set four goals and accom-
plished three of them. Number 
one, they wanted to be competi-
tive with some of the local tour-
nament teams. Little League only 
allows local residents to partic-
ipate, while tournament teams 
pull players from all over. Ridge-
field beat two of the tournament 
teams during the season.

As for the second goal, the team 
wanted to remain undefeated for 
the regular season. Number three, 
Ridgefield wanted to win the dis-
trict tournament, Thompson said. 
Lastly, they wanted to take home 
the state title, which they came 
short of this year.

Every practice, Thompson asks 
each player, “what is one thing 
you’ve done for somebody today 
that you weren’t paid for or re-
ceived any return for?” 

“I’ve tried to build a mentali-
ty that’s bigger than baseball with 
these kids,” he said.

Thompson began coaching the 
team about four years ago, and 
many of the same players contin-
ued with the program, he said.

Practices for Ridgefield will 
pick back up in the early fall in 
preparation for another season.

“For me, baseball has been 
what I’ve loved my entire life,” 
Thompson said. “It’s always giv-
en me an opportunity to be suc-
cessful and grow as a human. I 
want to give back to the kids. I 
think everybody should have the 
opportunity to play baseball, re-
gardless of who you are.” 

RIDGEFIELD 
INTERMEDIATE 

BASEBALL 
ROSTER

Kamden Cast
Kale Cast
Jackson Daniel
Lance Draper
Chase Duncan
Cooper Duszynski
Mychal Dynes
Dylan Kaiser
Brayden Neiberger
Reid Stenersen
Carson Underwood
Brody Wolski

COURTESY PHOTO

After a condensed season, the Ridgefield Little League Intermediate team went undefeated during 
the district tournament giving them a shot at the state playoffs.

COURTESY PHOTO

Ridgefield beat Seattle Central but lost to Pullman and North Kitsap 
during the state tournament July 11 and 12 in Des Moines, Wash.
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Politicians often say things they wish they hadn’t. 
Sometimes we’re trying to be funny and the humor 
falls flat. Sometimes anger or frustration gets the 
better of us. And sometimes, a politician will say 
something so flippant and insulting, out of total 
disregard for those who are suffering, that even 
supporters’ eyebrows are raised.

Gov. Jay Inslee’s recent response to a reporter 
about reforming Washington’s executive powers 
law, in the wake of the pandemic, falls into this last 
category.

“I’m not sure I want to reform a system that just 
won the Super Bowl.” 

First, the comment completely misses the point. 
Republicans, and some Democrats, are calling for 
executive powers reform not to punish the current 
governor, but to more clearly define the authority 
the executive branch has during a declared state 
of emergency. How long can any governor of 
Washington let an emergency order continue 
before it must be reviewed and approved by the 
Legislature? When do the people get to weigh in? 
When are the checks and balances provided in our 
Constitution restored?

Republicans sponsored several bills during this 
year’s session to update the 1969 executive powers 
law, but majority Democrats wouldn’t give even 
one a hearing. Instead, the first bill they passed, 
which took effect immediately, abdicated what 
little oversight the Legislature did have and gave 
the governor unchecked authority – like a monarch 
or a dictator. 

Second, is surviving 16 months of sickness, 
death, financial ruin, desperation and mental crises 
a reason to spike the ball, especially while people 
are still suffering and grieving their losses? What a 
stunningly tone deaf dismissal of all the hardships 
experienced by people across the state. 

Declaring a state of emergency was the right 
thing to do and, although it was tough to handle 
sometimes, the precautions people had to take did 
save lives. I won’t dispute that. But the governor’s 
actions also had considerable collateral damage 
that should not be so callously brushed off. 

The Employment Security Department reports 
that we have 175,000 fewer jobs today than we 
did before the pandemic. We had the fifth-highest 
number of business closures in the country, 
thousands of which are permanent. News stories 
about the new jobs in our economy are misleading. 
Those jobs aren’t new. Someone held them before 

the shutdowns. 

A recent COVID-19 survey conducted by several 
state agencies found nearly 60 percent of our 
high schoolers feel sad or depressed most days 
and nearly one in five contemplated suicide 
in the previous 12 months. Some of our own 
constituents, even as young as 10 years old, have 
taken their lives.

According to the Department of Health, drug 
overdose deaths in Washington were up by over 30 
percent from the same time frame in the previous 
year. The total drug overdose deaths (1,216) were 
several times more than the COVID deaths for 
people under the age of 60 during the same time 
frame (251).

Families whose loved ones committed suicide 
because of the mental health impact of the 
restrictions don’t feel like a victory parade. Families 
who lost small businesses they’d operated for 
decades, providing jobs and contributing to 
their communities, don’t want to kiss a trophy. 
No one who waded through the swamp of fraud 
and incompetence at the Employment Security 
Department, only to wait months for their benefits, 
cares to give the governor a high-five.

Instead of comparing the past 16 months to 
something as trivial as a football game, even 
metaphorically, the governor should view it 
more as a war. Washington survived the battle 
better than many other states did. But we will 
be recovering from the fallout for years to come. 
That recovery must be managed by the legislators 
whose job it is to make laws and appropriate funds 
for recovery projects or assistance. 

After a critical incident response, those who 
managed it should take a hard look to evaluate 
what worked and what didn’t. One thing that isn’t 
working here is the governor’s ability to drag 
out a state of emergency indefinitely with no 
accountability to the people. 

In the meantime, the governor should apologize 
for equating a pandemic with a game and 
dismissing the suffering that continues across 
Washington. His “Super Bowl” reference was 
thoughtless.

•••

Sen. John Braun, R-Centralia, represents the 
20th Legislative District. He is president of Braun 
Northwest, a family-owned company that builds 
specialty emergency vehicles.

Survived the War? 
Yes. Won the Super 
Bowl? Hardly.   

Kids are getting free 
liberal indoctrination

I recently stopped in at a local 
Battle Ground burger joint to 
have lunch with a buddy. My 
total came to $8.88 so I gave 
the 18-year-old behind the cash 
register a $20 dollar bill and then 
emptied my pocket of change, 
which came to another 88 
cents. Sum total of $20.88.  The 
computer was down so he had 
to do the math in his head.  He 
started counting on his fingers, 
but gave up and then decided 
to confer with a colleague, the 
guy making the french fries,  
what the proper change should 
be.  They compared tattoos for 
a while and decided the best 
course of action was to kick the 
problem upstairs to the manager.  
She also was stumped as to what 
the change should be. I had to 
tell them what the change was, 
but I could have told them “the 
change is $97” and they probably 
would have forked it over.  No 
doubt the owner of this location 
is going over his adding machine 
tapes every night trying to figure 
out why he is losing money.

My friend and I were in total 
amazement.  While we had a 
good chuckle, it won’t be very 
funny for the 18-year-old kid 
behind the cash register as he 
embarks on his working life.  
While chaotic home situations 
are largely responsible for this 
disaster in learning, another 
institution that is responsible are 
the government-run mediocrity 
mills better known as the public 
schools. Taxpayers are paying a 
huge amount in property taxes 
every year and getting close to 
nothing in return.

Kids are getting free liberal 
indoctrination and that’s about 
it.  This all amounts to a very 
expensive babysitting service.  
The kids are the ones getting 
screwed. Checking the Battle 
Ground Public Schools calendar 
there are no less than 31 late 
start Wednesdays, nine early re-
lease days, two teacher in service 
days, and parent teacher confer-
ences that are also early release 
days and innumerable holidays 
with no school of course. There 
should be instead 31 early start 
and late release days.

When they do have school, 
apparently they learn all about 
drag queens and perverted sex, 
how America is the most evil 
country in the world and if you 
are born white, you’re a racist.

It’s as if the three R’s have 
been changed to racism, revolu-
tion and recycling. It’s time to 
consider paying the families an 
equivalent amount and let them 
get their own education and clos-
ing down the public schools. At 
a minimum the people in charge 
should be terminated. We need 
a change on the school board 
pronto. Things couldn’t be much 
worse. Everyone reading this 
account has had a similar experi-
ence with the younger crowd so 
you know it’s true.  This problem 
goes beyond whether you are a 
conservative or liberal. These 

kids have to graduate knowing 
the basics in math, English, 
history, civics and other disci-
plines or we condemn them to 
low paying jobs and difficult 
lives. My apologies in advance 
to the teaching community, but 
something has to be done.

P.S.: The correct change is $12
Tom Regan,

Battle Ground

Mayor, city  
council want La 
Center to thrive 

I always get great pleasure 
reading the letters to the editor 
in the Ref lector to learn what 
my neighbors are thinking. It 
was with particular pleasure 
that I read the letter from Shirin 
Elkoshairi who called out all the 
misinformation about the La 
Center mayor and city council 
being posted on social media. 
These posts are by people who 
never or rarely attend city coun-
cil meetings or the mayor’s town 
hall. The mayor initiated these 
monthly town halls as soon as 
he entered office with the idea 
of maintaining an administra-
tion that was open to the public 
and to answer any questions the 
citizens have. Instead, some folks 
would rather post statements 
that are just f lat out wrong rath-
er than learn what’s going on.

As just one example, some of 
these posts insist that La Center 
Police Chief Marc Denney was 
forced out of his job. This is 
untrue. Chief Denney resigned 
to accept a better position as 
police chief in a city in Iowa. 
Chief Denney could see what 
was happening to La Center’s 
revenue with the opening of the 
ilani tribal casino. La Center 
received over 70 percent of 
its income from its four card 
rooms and the effect of the tribal 
casino was devastating. Over 40 
percent of La Center’s annual 
expenses went to fund the police 
department and even with that 
expenditure, the police were still 
short-handed and overtime was 
excessive.

Chief Denney is a bright guy 
and saw early on that this was 
unsustainable. He began looking 
for another position long before 
COVID reduced the city’s reve-
nue even further. In September 
2019, he was one of four finalists 
to fill the open position for the 
police chief for Washougal. He 
was unsuccessful in this bid, but 
continued his search and eventu-
ally found the Iowa position. I’m 
happy for him and wish him well.

There is absolutely no way La 
Center can maintain the police 
department it needs with the 
revenue it has. Let’s not de-
monize the mayor and the city 
council for this unfortunate 
fact. Instead, let’s support their 
efforts to secure effective law 
enforcement for our community 
by working out an arrangement 
with the sheriff. I’m confident 
we will soon have excellent 
coverage, perhaps even better 
than we enjoyed previously and 

at less cost.
The mayor and city council 

members are our neighbors who 
want La Center to thrive as do 
we all. Why all the invective on 
social media about them de-
stroying our city? Ask yourself 
why on earth would they want 
to do that? These posts defy 
common sense.

Jack Davis,
La Center

Heidi is the voice  
we need in D.C.

Get off the bench and onto the 
battlefield. That’s what author and 
speaker Heidi St. John has been 
telling audiences for years as she’s 
traveled the United States urging 
them to get involved in the culture 
war that threatens to overtake us. 
The longtime Clark County resi-
dent and owner of three business-
es, including the Firmly Planted 
Homeschool Resource Center, is 
following her own advice and run-
ning for Congress to unseat Rep. 
Jaime Herrera Beutler.

Heidi is uniquely qualified 
and the best candidate to fight 
the most pressing war before 
us, the fight for the soul of our 

nation. She is a proven leader. The 
nightly news is filled with scenes 
of parents taking on their school 
boards over the indoctrination 
taking place in schools. Heidi’s 
been doing that for years, stand-
ing with parents at school board 
and library board meetings, and 
hearings in Olympia. She’s lobbied 
legislators in Washington, D.C. 
and has learned the art of persua-
sion that is so needed there. She 
recently told an audience, “I know 
I can communicate. Put me in a 
room with Nancy Pelosi and that 
girl is gonna lose.”

Heidi’s been criticized for fo-
cusing on education by those who 
say it’s a state and local issue. They 
must know about the Department 
of Education (DOE) sending 
federal funds to states (with 
strings attached, of course), the 
No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), 
common core and how the Biden 
DOE has redefined Title IX and is 
pushing critical race theory (CRT) 
in schools. The federal govern-
ment is all over education and it 
shows. Twenty years after NCLB 
and ever increasingly progressive 
instruction, nearly 50 percent of 
millennials and Gen Z approve of 
socialism, proving Hitler was right 

about one thing: “He alone, who 
owns the youth, gains the future.”

A recent Dennis Prager article 
was titled “The Single Best Thing 
Americans Can Do to Retake 
America.” That one thing was to 
take children out of American 
schools. If we lose the culture, we 
won’t have a country, certainly not 
one the founders could have ever 
imagined or intended. 

On his Memorial Day podcast, 
former representative Trey Gowdy 
posed questions he’d ask those 
brave warriors who gave all for us: 
“Have we become the country you 
imagined we would be when you 
fought and fell for us? Is this the 
America you dreamed we would 
become when you were taking 
your last breath away from your 
family? Is this the America you 
wanted? ... Was it worth it? Were 
we worth it? Are we worth it?” 

When we send our warriors into 
combat, let’s make sure we give 
them a country worthy of their 
sacrifices, one that still values 
freedom and that honors the 
Constitution and our God-given 
rights. Heidi is the voice we need 
in Washington, D.C.

Julia Dawn Seaver, 
Vancouver

John Braun



PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Battle Ground dentist (and guitarist) Brad Halleck, left, plays with his band on a trailer as part of 
the city’s Harvest Days parade on July 17.

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Painter Tommy Tikka rides in the bed of a truck as one of dozens 
of entries in Battle Ground’s Harvest Days parade on July 17.

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Clark County Fire District 3 firefighters drive down Main Street during Battle Ground’s Harvest 
Days parade on July 17.
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would just go back to normal the next 
morning,” Inslee said. 

Current challenges the businesses 
face include retaining and hiring staff, 
and dealing with an economic landscape 
that’s attempting to rebound after more 
than a year of relative inactivity.

Elizabeth Gomez, owner of Battle 
Ground-based Bridge City Contracting, 
expressed concern over the February roll-
out of the Washington State Energy Code. 
Gomez explained the point-based system 
of the code requires the implementation 
of energy efficiency measures like insu-
lation, efficient windows and HVAC sys-
tems, which she said are currently hard to 
come by.

“We’re having a really hard time,” Go-
mez said, asking Inslee if a pause could be 
placed on the implementation of the code. 

Though she agreed with the code’s in-
tent “wholeheartedly,” she said the timing 

is detrimental to people in the remodeling 
industry.

“We have a housing shortage here in 
Clark County. … We have low inventory 
and it’s driving prices up because we can’t 
keep up with the demand,” Gomez said. 

She added her workdays have nearly 
doubled in time as she attempts to track 
down supplies.

“Now we’re prepared to get back into 
business and we just have this huge (code) 
issue. It’s exhausting,” Gomez said.

Inslee said his office would try to de-
termine how much of the impact on Go-
mez’ business results from the new code 
and how much is related to a more general 
stifling which has hit industries across the 
board.

“Almost every businessperson I’ve talk-
ed to has said ‘my supply chain is broken, 
I’m going crazy,’” Inslee said, adding apart 
from the supplies themselves, shipping has 
also been impacted by the pandemic.

Gomez also said she has lost workers 
who had to stay at home to care for their 
children, and didn’t return after restrictions 

were eased. She brought up an overall hesi-
tation on returning to the workforce, which 
the governor said may be more indicative 
of a general sea change in labor.

“People now, I think, have changed their 
priorities in life,” Inslee said. 

He noted people receiving unemploy-
ment insurance now need to show they are 
looking for work after that requirement 
was recently reinstated, although business 
owners struggle to get applicants to the in-
terview stage of the process. 

“Ninety-five percent — probably a little 
bit more — (are) no-shows for the inter-
views,” said Katrina Roberts, the co-owner 
of Golden Chariot, a non-emergency med-
ical transport business. 

The governor responded by saying there 
is a tip line for those types of cases.

While revenues went down, expenses 
increased due to health and safety guide-
lines, Roberts said. The uncertainty during 
the pandemic on requirements and restric-
tions took a toll on many of the businesses 
as the situation evolved.

“There was a constant tension between 

predictability and certainty, which busi-
nesses want for really good reasons, and 
the ability to respond to what’s going on in 
the pandemic,” Inslee said. 

Roberts’ husband and co-owner, Clin-
ton, said the business, which operates 
across Clark County, had to mothball eight 
of the business’ fleet of 18, many of which 
are hybrid sedans. He said the batteries on 
the inactive hybrid vehicles died and would 
cost $5,000 per vehicle to replace. 

Due to financial constraints, the busi-
ness was not able to replace high-mileage 
vehicles. Instead, they have been running 
the vehicles longer and losing market val-
ue. Clinton said it would likely take three 
years to recover financially.

“It’s this right now, it’s the coming back 
that’s been more impactful to us,” he said. 

Clinton acknowledged that Inslee has 
shown gratitude to the businesses like 
his who have provided essential services 
during the pandemic, but said questions 
still remain.

“How do we get helped back to return-
ing to where we were at?” Clinton asked.

services from another agency, 
like the Clark County Sheriff’s 
Office. The report was drafted 
by the city’s interim police chief 
Bob Richardson and Jeff Swan-
son, a consultant for the city.

Candidate Ron Ostrander, a 
retired Oregon Department of 
Motor Vehicles employee and 
Army veteran, focused on the 
importance of having a police 
force dedicated to the city, espe-
cially given the growth the city is 
experiencing.

“Growth is inevitably going 
to spur more crime,” Ostrander 
said. 

Though he said he didn’t 
have the answers to the issue at 
the time, if elected he was “sure 
going to be working hard to find 
them.”

“For the funding, find it. 
What’s the cost of crime? That’s 
the big question for me,” Os-
trander said. “I’d like to think 
that I’m a good listener, and as 
I’ve gone around and talked to 
people, this police department 
thing is a great big deal.”

Ostrander also took issue with 
the city’s use of consultants.

“Why should I hire a consul-
tant from Seattle or wherever 
that doesn’t even live here, that 
has no accountability to us,” Os-
trander said. 

Craig Whited, another person 
running for the position, is more 
accepting of the city’s current 
use of contracted help.

“Consultants aren’t bad. They 
serve an everyday function in 
businesses and government to-
day,” Whited said, adding that 

managing the money spent on 
those services is “critically im-
portant” for the city.

“If you want to use a consul-
tant, have a plan for what they 
are supposed to be doing, how 
they are supposed to be doing it, 
what the end goal is, how they’re 
progressing, and then end it 
when the services are no longer 
needed,” Whited said.

Whited, who’s spent his ca-
reer in the fluid power industry, 
said devising ways for funding 
city services “all starts with a vi-
sion,” which could be realized by 
developing a plan and coming up 
with specific metrics.

Whited said the council needs 
a multi-faceted approach to en-
gaging people that spans further  
than electronic communication.

“That means knocking (on) 
doors. That means visiting the 
farmers market,” Whited said. 

Melissa Fox, owner of Gold 
Star Tutoring in the city, is fo-
cused on small business growth 
within La Center.

“As an entrepreneur I work 
outside of the clock all of the 
time, so I’m willing to put in 
the time and effort to help small 
businesses come in, help them 
with the process of what the city 
requires, so that they feel wel-
come here,” Fox said. 

She said the city has been be-
hind in diversifying its economy 
in the wake of competition in its 
gaming industry.

“We’ve known since 2017 
(when) ilani casino came in that 
we were going to see a drop in rev-
enue,” Fox said, adding that was 
when council and city officials 
should have devised plans on how 
to replace the lost revenue. 

The city is down to two of the 

four card rooms it had before ilani’s 
impact was realized.

Fox added the city 
could have worked hard-
er on plans focused on 
how it will recover from 
the pandemic.

“During that time, I 
did nothing but put my 
mind to the grind of 
what’s my next step, and 
I feel like the city of La 
Center wasn’t doing that 
as strong as they could 
have,” Fox said. 

Fox said the police 
gave a “safety net feel-
ing” to citizens, explain-
ing her priority for po-
lice would be finding a 
permanent police chief. 
She said the interim 
chief, Richardson, who 
is the retired chief of the 
Battle Ground Police 
Department, has limited 
powers in his role, and 
advocated for “build-
ing (the department) up 
slowly instead of dwin-
dling it down.” 

“Having a strong po-
lice force is an absolute 
must, so that’s some-
thing I’d be pushing for 
number one, and num-
ber two is creating jobs,” 
Fox said. 

Fox took issue with 
the city’s acquisition of 
the former TDS Tele-
com building which is 
being renovated to con-
solidate city services 
from a number of sep-
arate buildings across 
town.

“I think the focus 
needs to be shifted drastically 

when your city is in a deficit,” 
Fox said.

Candidate Justin 
Keeler, the Fort Van-
couver Regional Li-
braries outreach and 
partnerships director, is 
in support of the city’s 
work on the former 
TDS building. He said 
the freed-up spaces the 
city currently occupies 
could be sites for po-
tential commercial de-
velopment. He also sup-
ported the city’s use of 
consultants.

Keeler said he would 
bring a “deep under-
standing of public sec-
tor budgeting” and ad-
ministrative practices to 
the position, given his 
educational background 
in public administra-
tion. He said policing, 
like any financial as-
pect of the city, “should 
be budgeted for in a 
sustainable way that 
reflects our financial re-
alities.”

When asked about 
building racial equity in 
the city, Keeler advocat-
ed for hosting listening 
sessions to hear from 
residents on potential 
discriminatory injustice.

“I would address any 
issues of social and ra-
cial injustice with the 
seriousness and inten-
sity it deserves,” Keeler 
said.

Keeler said the city’s 
budget is a reflection of 
the community’s priori-

ties, and said there should be an 

educational component where 
citizens can learn how municipal 
budgets work. 

“Oftentimes, people think 
that it’s just one pot of gold that 
can be spent however we like. 
That’s not true,” Keeler said. 

Myrna Leija, whose career 
in law enforcement included 
work for the U.S. Marshals and 
as a corrections deputy, said she 
had a conversation with her for-
mer boss, Clark County Sheriff 
Chuck Atkins, about the city’s 
police situation. She said that 
connection could be an asset in 
coming up with a solution should 
she be elected.

“The big thing that I’m hear-
ing from everyone is ‘we want 
our police department back,’” 
Leija said.

Apart from police, Leija said 
forming or joining a chamber of 
commerce would be a boon to 
the city in filling vacant spaces 
downtown and at the Interstate 
5 junction. She said residential 
development seemed to be out-
pacing the economic growth in 
the city.

“We need to, a little bit, slow 
down on that, and get some in-
frastructure going here,” Leija 
said.

Leija also took issue with the 
city’s use of contracted work for 
municipal functions.

“I would definitely say that we 
don’t need any more consultants 
that we are paying thousands of 
dollars to,” Leija said.

Information about candidates 
for the other two La Center City 
Council positions will be pub-
lished in The Reflector’s July 
28 issue. The deadline to submit 
ballots for the election is 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 3.

Recovery
Continued from page A1

La Center
Continued from page A1

Craig Whited

Ron Ostrander

Justin Keeler

Melissa Fox

Myrna Leija
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BG Senior Center reopens 
to provide in-person events 
MADYSEN MCLAIN
madysen @thereflector.com

For the first time in 18 months, 
Battle Ground residents gathered 
at the senior center on July 12, 
with help from the Senior Advi-
sory Board.

More than 30 participants 
showed up at the center, 116 NE 
Third Ave, and were served Sub-
way sandwiches, said Sharon 
Wodtke, Senior Advisory Board 
vice president. 

When the COVID-19 pandem-
ic shut down both the community 
and senior centers, many older res-
idents felt lost, Wodtke said.

“The lives of the seniors in Bat-
tle Ground were absolutely shat-
tered,” she said.

The four officers on the board 
felt a sense of responsibility to 
keep their community members 
connected. 

The officers pooled their 
resources together to create 
drive-thru events hosted every 
other month, Wodtke said. Mem-
bers could drive to Kiwanis Park 
in Battle Ground, pick up their 
gifts and chat for a short while in 
their socially distanced cars.

“We wanted to get (our mem-
bers) out of their houses to tell 
them that we still remember them 
and we still care for them,” she 
said.

A 30 to 35 person roster quick-
ly turned into 80 by word of 
mouth, Wodtke said. The drive-th-
ru events were a way to spread 
awareness about the senior center 

programs for newcomers looking 
to meet new people.

The board put together Christ-
mas stockings and Easter baskets, 
Wodtke said. Those interested 
could also pick up a backpack re-
lated to the theme “take me out to 
the ball game.”

While the Battle Ground Com-
munity Center started its “soft 
opening” this month, the board 
decided to shift programming to 
the original senior center building. 

“We’re flying by the seat of our 
pants to pull some of these things 
off,” Wodtke said.

Members kicked off the first 
bunko program on July 16. Those 
interested can play from 1 to 3 
p.m. every third Friday at the se-
nior center. All programs are open 
to the public.

Due to health precautions, the 
board moved senior meals from 
five days a week at the Battle 
Ground Community Center to 
once a month at the senior center. 
Doors open from 11:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. every second Monday. 

Participants can receive a 
bagged lunch, try their luck with 
a game of bingo and enter to win a 
raffle, Wodtke said.

Seniors can also participate 
in the center’s craft club from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. every third Monday 
starting Sept. 20. A new craft is 
created every month and is free 
for participants.

Before the pandemic, the group 
would meet once a month for a 
potluck meal, but Wodtke suspects 
it will be a couple of months be-

fore the tradition can start again. 
The Senior Advisory Board ac-

cepts donations for the meals they 
host.

The Mad Hatters Club provid-
ed women who were in their 60s 
or older a chance to meet oth-
er members at a different Battle 
Ground restaurant each month, 
she said. The group was founded 
about 12 years ago by Debbi Han-
son, former Battle Ground Parks 
and Recreation director. 

Meetings will start up again in 
August with the first scheduled for 
11:30 a.m. every second Friday of 

the month. Participants purchase 
the meals with their own funds. 

Members will visit Rocky’s 
Pizza in August, Happy Family 
Restaurant in September and Old 
Town Burger and Breakfast in Oc-
tober.

Wodtke remembers hearing 
some of the original founders speak 
about the third street senior center 
and how the group operated before 
the Battle Ground Community Cen-
ter was built in the early 2000s.

“The seniors were excited 
about a brand new building,” she 
said. “They could spend all day 

there if they wanted to.”
Many of the members dedicat-

ed time and personal funds while 
some wrote grants in the 1970s 
to establish a center built on city 
property, Wodtke said. 

The founders kept the building 
running even after the new com-
munity center was constructed. 

“The community center be-
came their life,” she said. “They 
would show up at 9 a.m. and the 
coffee pot would be on. They 
might have joined an exercise 
group or they might have played 
cards in the corner.”
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PHOTO BY MADYSEN MCLAIN

Lucille Gukeisen, one of the Battle Ground Senior Center founders and program organizers, said 
she was relieved to play bunco again with her friends after a year-long shutdown.
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COURTESY PHOTO

Scammers will disguise themselves as representatives for large companies, like Comcast, to 
persuade people to purchase Walmart gift cards or MoneyGrams to send to them.

Fran Gillette, RN
(360) 686-3420
Cell - 921-6562

Lori Homola 
(360) 247-5239
Cell - 921-6102

Helping Seniors with Living Options

Let us help!
Don’t struggle alone with this decision. 

There is no charge to client/family for referral service.

We contract with Independent, Assisted, AFH, and 
Alzheimer’s facilities. Respite and Hospice Care available.
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Davies CREMATION & 
BURIAL SERVICES

360-693-1036 • daviescremationburial.com
301 E. McLoughlin Blvd. Ste E • Vancouver, WA 98663

Serving families of Clark County since 1993

Serving SW Washington  
and the Portland Metropolitan AreasC
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• Pre-arrangement available
• Professional and caring staff available 24/7

DIRECT 
CREMATION 

CALL FOR  
PRICING!

Battle Ground
((( Hearing

Comprehensive Hearing Services

Free Evaluations/Consultations
Free 30 day in home trials
Free Lifetime Programming
Competitive Pricing
Service on All Makes/Models
Washington L&l Provider
Ask about our Free
2 Week Test Drive!

Monday- Friday 9:00-4:00
1710 SW 9th Ave Suite 115
Battle Ground, WA 98604
360-723-5478
Battlegroundheanng.com

Caring.
Experienced.

360-723-5478 Professional.
29 years in the Pacific NorthWest
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Do you have a Will?

(360) 694-9601 • WWW.GASCONLAW.COM

Lori L. Gascon
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

(360) 694-9601 • 

I can help you.
CALL ME TODAY.

CH
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Wills & Trusts • Probate
Community Property 

Agreements
Powers of Attorney

Health Care Directives
FREE Consultation

Get Reliable Financial Advice

Fibre Financial Group Retirement & Investment Services financial professionals are 
registered representatives of CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. Securities sold, advisory services 
offered through CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. (CBSI), member FINRA/ SIPC, a registered 
broker/dealer and investment professional, which is not an affiliate of the credit union. CBSI 
is under contract with the financial institution to make securities available to members. 
Not NCUA/NCUSIF/FDIC insured, May Lose Value, No Financial Institution Guarantee. Not 
a deposit of any financial institution.  CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. is a registered broker/
dealer in all fifty States of the United States of America.  FR-2290725.2-1120-1222

Breta Grumbois, Tracy Aalvik, & Scott Thompson 
are Financial Advisors with Fibre Financial Group 
located at Fibre Federal Credit Union. They’re 
available to consult with you at no initial cost!

Scott  

503.354.4514

Breta & Tracy 
360.414.4223
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Fraud alert: Identifying  
signs of financial abuse 

Guest speakers to discuss 
relationship between food, aging

MADYSEN MCLAIN
madysen@thereflector.com

In 2020, the Internet Crime 
Complaint Center reported that 
victims ages 60 and older filed 
791,790 complaints of fraud, to-
taling more than $4.1 billion in 
losses.

That’s $300 million more 
than the previous year in 2019, 
according to an IC3 report.

Credit and debit card fraud 
occurs when a person obtains 
access to a person’s accounts 
through misrepresentation or 
other means, like requesting per-
sonal information in turn for a 
sweepstakes prize, according to 
the Washington LawHelp web-
site.

The people behind phone and 
email scams are extremely intel-
ligent and extremely aggressive, 
Battle Ground Detective Neil 
Seifert said.

Scammers will say they rep-
resent widely-used companies, 
like Comcast or Chase, then try 
to convince the caller that there’s 
a problem with their account, 
Seifert said. The defrauders will 
spoof phone numbers to trick 
people into thinking it’s a local 
phone call.

The defrauders tend to use di-
sasters, like the COVID-19 pan-
demic and hurricanes, to “tug at 
your heartstrings,” Seifert said.

“They’re very good at pre-

tending to be who they’re not,” 
he said. “Most people realize 
that it’s a scam before they pro-
vide any information.”

It should be a red flag if some-
one starts to ask for personal 
information over the phone or 
email, Seifert said.

Scammers will make threats, 
like “we’re going to shut down 
your account,” in an attempt to 
keep you on the call for as long 
as possible, he said.

A legitimate company will 
never ask a customer to purchase 
Walmart gift cards, send a Mon-
eyGram or go to the bank to get a 
money order, Seifert said. 

Scammers will also use an 
autodialer, so if there’s a two to 
three-second pause and a click 
before someone starts speaking, 
it’s most likely a scam, he said.

If you do receive one of these 
calls, he suggests hanging up 
the phone then looking up the 
company’s phone number online 
to see if the claims are true. A 
scammer can also spoof a num-
ber when calling someone, but 
it doesn’t allow them to receive 
calls back.

One Battle Ground woman 
received an email stating she 
was the lucky winner of the lot-
tery and she believed it. 

The scammers demanded the 
older woman to pay $50,000 in 
taxes before she could collect 
her winnings. The woman, who 

was “in the onset of degrading, 
mentally,” went to Walmart and 
sent the cash via MoneyGram, 
Seifert said. 

Then, a call came in that said 
she still had more fees to pay.

“At a certain point, they told 
her that she was going to be very 
famous,” Seifert said. “They 
told her to change her phone 
number, and only give them the 
number, which then isolated her 
from even contacting her fami-
ly because they are that good at 
convincing people.”

The woman ended up send-
ing over $360,000 to the scam 
group, Seifert said. The Bat-
tle Ground Police Department 
was able to recover only about 
$120,000 of the stolen funds.

“Embarrassment and guilt 
are feelings that often accom-
pany being a victim of financial 
abuse,” stated an Area Agency 
on Aging and Disabilities of 
Southwest Washington news re-
lease. “These strong emotions 
play a role in the underreporting 
of this crime by older adults. No 
one wants to admit they have 
been taken advantage of.”

To prevent financial scams, 
family members can set up 
two-factor authentication for 
bank accounts, which notifies 
them of any large withdraw-
als, Seifert said. Limits on the 
amount of money withdrawn 
can also be set.

THE REFLECTOR

The Clark County Commis-
sion on Aging will host a discus-
sion about ways to use food as 
medicine for chronic illnesses, 
as well as mental and physical 
health. 

Dr. Neal Barnard, the president 
of Physicians Committee for Re-
sponsible Medicine, and Suzanne 
Washington, CEO of Meals on 
Wheels People, will speak about 

community action that can better 
meet the needs of senior citizens, 
both during a pandemic and “in 
less stressful times,” according to 
a news release.

Those interested can join the 
discussion at 4:30 p.m. on July 21 
via WebEx. 

To learn more about attending 
the meeting, visit clark.wa.gov/
community-planning/commis 
sion-aging-meetings. Commis-
sion meetings can also be viewed 

online at cvtv.org.
The Commission on Aging 

is operated by volunteers and 
the Clark County Council. The 
commission executes the Aging 
Readiness Plan, which aims to 
increase the county’s capacity to 
serve older residents, stated the 
release. 

The Commission on Aging 
holds monthly meetings to ad-
dress topics important to the 
county’s older population.
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Spudders finish off 2021 season with slew of awards
THE REFLECTOR

Four league champions, one 
district champ and multiple 
players and coaches of the year 
marked just some of the awards 
Ridgefield athletics racked up 
during a wild 2021 sports year.

High school sports were al-
most scrapped entirely due to 
the pandemic, then suddenly 
started and flew by in a blink of 
an eye. The Spudders made the 
most of the six-week, shortened 
seasons for each sport, collect-
ing plenty of accolades to cap 
off the year. Let’s start in the 
beginning; fall sports.

Football
Senior quarterback Luke Price 

was named the 2A Greater St. 
Helens League’s Offensive Play-
er of the Year after leading the 
Spudders to a 4-1 record. On the 
other side of the ball, senior de-
fensive lineman Bailey Meek was 
named the Defensive Player of the 
Year.

Juniors Ty Snider and Matt 
Kinswa, along with sophomore 
Wyatt Bartroff, all earned first-
team, all-league selections on of-
fense. First-team defensive picks 
included seniors Bryce Harrison 
and Sam Everett.

Junior Ryan Jenkins and se-
nior Dylan Parton both earned 
second-team selections.

Volleyball
The Spudders not only won 

the league title, they defeated ri-
val Woodland 3-1 (25-17, 19-25, 
25-15, 25-23) to capture the 2A 
District 4 championship.

Earning first-team, all-league 
honors were seniors Alicia An-
drew and Emilea Stepaniuk, 

along with junior Morgan Harter. 
On the second team were senior 
Kohana Fukuchi and junior Em-
ily Vossenkuhl.

Cross country
The Spudders collected four 

first-team and two second-team 
picks. On the first team were 
seniors Austin Vega and Elijah 
Engstrom, junior Tyla Engstrom 
and junior Liam Rapp. On the 
second team were juniors Daniel 
Zimmer and Joey Blick.

Girls soccer
First-team selections included 

juniors Elizabeth Farley and Kelli 
Krsul. On the second team were 
senior Mackenzie Dewey, sopho-
more Claire Jones and freshman 
Ava Kruckenberg.

Boys tennis
The Spudders won the 2A 

GSHL title then went on to finish 
fourth at districts. Spearheading 
the attack was senior singles play-
er Derek Kropp, who was named 
to the all-league first team. Junior 
duo Mikey Nester and Peyton 
Yager earned first-team doubles 
honors.

Junior Ryan Gruber was named 
to the singles first team, while ju-
niors Mark Sanghera and Hendrik 
Aykel earned second-team dou-
bles honors.

Boys golf
Senior Cade Bringhurst was 

named league MVP after placing 

second at the 2A District 4 tour-
nament in Longview on March 
28. He shot a personal-low 65 on 
the second day of the tourney.

Baseball
Sophomore Wyatt Bartoff 

hit a three-run homer in the 
bottom of the sixth to give 
Ridgefield a 5-4 win over Co-
lumbia River for the league 
title. Bartoff would go on to 
earn second-team, all-league 
honors along with senior 
Easton Ortega.

First-team picks included se-
niors Derek Kropp and Aidan 
Hundt, and juniors Drew Har-
teloo, Reed Fry and Khol Bush.

Softball
The Spudders tore through 

the regular season, going 14-1 
while capturing the GSHL ti-
tle. They then smacked three 
consecutive homers to beat Co-
lumbia River in the consolation 
bracket of the district tourney to 
finish third.

Senior Kekai Schultz was 
named league MVP, senior Lil-
lian Mittmann was Offensive 
Player of the Year and skipper 
Kesley Anchors earned Coach 
of the Year.

First-team picks included 
sophomore Madison Walker 
and freshman Elizabeth Peery. 
On the second team were sopho-
mores Makayla Ferguson, Mai-
zy Whitlow and freshman Mal-
lory Vancleave.

 

Girls golf
Senior Alyssa Dewey was 

named first-team, all-league and 
junior Samantha Saenz was sec-
ond team.

Boys soccer
The Spudders finished the sea-

son 6-1 in league and 8-1 overall. 
Seniors Israel Hernandez and 
Ferdnando Jimenez, along with 
junior Jude Willis, earned first-
team honors. On the second team 
were seniors Ben Poppert and Ca-
leb Hoy.

Track and field
The Spudders racked up 

first-team picks, led by seniors 
Joe Landerholm (discus), Aiden 
Wise (4x400, 110 hurdles and 
300 hurdles), and Trent Miller 
(4x400). 

Also on the first team were 
Ava Kruckenberg (4x100, 
100-meter dash, 200); Har-
ling Flores (shot put); Allie 
Draper (4x100); Madison Rud-
dy (4x100); Natalie Andrew 
(4x100); Isaiah Cowley (4x400) 
and Tim Bradshaw (4x400).

Second team included Rud-
dy, Landerholm in the shot, 
Bradshaw in the 800, Kelli Kr-
sul in the javelin, Kruckenberg 
in the long jump and Flores in 
the discus.

Girls basketball
Coach Billy McKinney was 

named the 2A GSHL Coach of 
the Year and senior Grace Goode 
earned second-team honors.

Boys basketball
Juniors Henry Hughes and 

Carson Knight each were named 
to the all-league second team.

Wrestling
Juniors Tyla Engstrom and 

Joey Blick, along with soph-
omore Uruwa Abe, all were 
first-team, all-league selec-
tions. On the second team 
were senior Kinora Hayes and 
juniors Cohen Hutchinson and 
Tucker Alexander.

Girls bowling
Junior Ada Johnson was named 

to the all-league second team.

Our local businesses would really 
appreciate you sharing what your 

shopping plans are over the next 12 months.  
Please take a few minutes to start and
complete the online shopping survey at

www.pulsepoll.com
Everyone completing the survey will beEveryone completing the survey will be 

entered into a contest to Win   

$5,000
as our way of saying
THANK YOU!

Praise & Worship
Local churches & religious events
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Meeting at Windy Hills Winery 
11:00 am Sundays

1346 S 38th Court
Ridgefield, WA
360-910-2022

MESSIAH 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Messiah North Campus 
Re-Grand Opening 

May 16, 2021

CH607576 db

at 11:00 am
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Bible-Based Teaching
God Focused Worship

Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM

687-7124
www.bgbaptist.com
1110 NW 6th Ave.

Battle Ground Baptist ChurchBattle Ground Baptist Church
CH
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

A theologically progressive faith 
community that is open and a�rming to 

every beating heart. ALL are welcome.

360-687-2542
Pastor Susan Boegli

www.battlegroundumc.com
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I do enjoy your paper and 
what a blessing to recieve 
this paper even if we can’t 

afford! I am happy to 
contribute,

Ann
Ridgefi eld, WA

The Reflector
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THE NEXT BEST THING TO A CASH OFFER
In a competitive housing market, trust your 
local lending team to provide you with the 
advantage you need to get your dream 
home! 
As a Churchill Certified Home Buyer* you are 
positioned almost as if you are offering cash 
for a home, which helps you shop for your 
new home with more confidence!

BATTLE GROUND

NOW OPEN IN

MARK LITTLE
NMLS #140511 | Branch Manager

360.609.3554 
mark.little@churchillmortgage.com
churchillmortgage.com/mark-little

*The Churchill Certified Home Buyer program is not a commitment to lend funds and is not an approval but is a conditional approval subject to your acceptance of the terms and the conditions being fully satisfied prior to closing. All conditions are 
subject to final underwriting and final investor approval. The certification is subject to the financial status and credit report(s) of everyone on the application remaining substantially the same until closing, an acceptable contract of sale on a suitable 
property, collateral (the appraisal, title, survey, condition, and insurance) satisfies the requirements of the lender and loan selected is still available in the market. All closing conditions of the lender must be satisfied including the clear transfer of the 
title, acceptable and adequate title and hazard insurance, flood certification, and any inspections that are required by the real estate contract. The Certified Home Buyer and Rate Secured programs are not available at all locations. Mark Harold 
Little NMLS ID: 140511; Company NMLS ID: 1591 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org): Branch ID: 2128826; WA-MLO-140511; 109 SW 1st St, Suite 262, Battle Ground, WA 98604-2817; Churchill Mortgage Corporation

CH
61

16
66

 d
b




